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S before the coming of Teſus Chriſt, it is certain, that God did 
A at ſundry times, and in diverſe mom by his Pro- 
phets, to prepare the way of this his only well-beloved Son, 
ard to diſpoſe Mankind ro receive this Soveraign Lord of Heaven aud 
Earth, with all ſuitable Reſpeft, Honour and Submiſſion ; [6 ſince his 
return to Heaven, many have pretended Devine and particular Revela- 
trons from thence, autherizing them ta atter or add ta the Rules and Do- 
Arine which he taught and eſtabliſhed , for ſecuring and promoting our 
Satuation : which is no ſmall Argument for the Divine Authority, of the 
Books of the New Teſtament where this 1s very often and in expreſs terms 
foretala, 

Almoſt in every Age, and in every Country, ſame or other have ſet up 
for Prophets, and have ſpoken confidently in the Name of the Lord, But 
there is one in this Age, viz- Antonia Bourignon, whoſe Pretences are 

reater, and far beyond all were before ;, mare canmet, nar yet ſo much cax 


be ſaid for the Apoſtles themſelues : for they were but Servants and Mi- 
niſters to Teſus Chriſt, who (if ſhe may be believed) only laid the Foun- 


dation for her Work, and did uo mare than preparethe way for her Deſign. 
The laſt and greateſt Manifeſtation of the Divine Wiſdom, Pawer, Love 
And Goodneſs was reſerved to her, and therefore ſhe is and muſt be a 

greater Perfon than Teſus Chriſt hinsſelf, 
' Tt is mot rare and unuſual to ſee Perſons exalt themſelves above mea- 
fare, and to think of themſelves above what they gh to think : But it 
is ſomewhat aſtoniſhing, that others ſhould be af ed with their Pride 
and Vanity, and taken with their Deiufion or Impoſimre, and that they 
ſhould become Zealons to { port theme Tet ſo it 1s, that the ſtrongeſt 
Deluſions and the greateſt Impoſtare, have had Admirers and Followers : 
and ſo hath Madamoiſelle Bourignon. She had only two or three Diſci- 
ples, who adhered cloſely to her in her Life-time ; for ſome who admired 
her upon the firſt Acquaintance, deſerted her afterwards. But ſiuce her 
Death, a good many have been proſelited, both ta her Doftrine and the 
Opinion wa her Perſon : there be ſeveral on the other fide the Sea, bat 
which concerns us moſt, the Inteition has ſpread hither to this Iſle,and has 
ſeized many eſpecially in Scotland, which certaialy obligeth every oxe to 
contribute all he can to put a ſtop to it, and to prevent as much as poſſible, 
the dangerons Conſequence, They are not mean and ignorant Perſons whe 
follow this Woman, they are ſome of the better fort, who bave been repu- 
ted, Men of Senſe, Learning and Probity ; which ſhould lay the Pride of 

Man, and teach him who itandeth to take heed left he tall. 

. Froes. 
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"1 | PREFACE : 
Errour, like Sicknſs, ſeizeth upon ſtrong Conſtitutions, as well as the 
weak : And Y 1m GE the is : frog infeftions, and the Bodies of 
en more ſuſceptible of Diſeaſes than at other times ; ſo there are times - 

which favorr Fd rrour very much, and in which it doth exceedingly ſpread. 
At preſent,. there is, all the World over, a wonderful. Diſpoſution, in,all 
ſerions Perſons, to Enthuſiaſm, and the Deluſions which follow it ; avim 
others a tendency to' Atheiſm aud Scepticiſm : both which are Preſages of 

fome impendent Tudgment.,  _ GE 2 oe EEO 
7 am one of the weakeſt who may enter into the*field, againſt theſe Ene- 
HART to Truth and True Religion: But God ſometimes doth work by the 
meaneſt Inſtruments ; and ſeeing at this time 4 have no Charge, which 
requires my attendance, I reſolve to employ my Time and Thoughts this 
way, that I may at leaf? ſhew my Zeal to the Cauſe of God, to whoſe Ser- 
vice I was devoted, TI have already publiſh'd Two Parts of the Enquiry 
into the Nature, Evidence and Neceſſity of Chriſtian Faith ; avd 7 in- 
tend a Third, as ſoon as the preſent Task is over, if not before it ; by 
which (as well as by many other more accurate Treatiſes) Atheiſts and 
Scepticks may ſee that the Chriſtian Religion ts no cunning Fable, but a 
certain Trath, and worthy to. be received: © T have tarnea a while from 
the Atheiſt, only that Imay, at the deſire of ſome, entounter the Enthuſiaſt, 
who truly does as much diſſervice to Religion, and is the beſt Tool which 

the Atheifp-aoth work by. | 
At firſt, 1 deſign'd only to give ſome pat Inſtances to prove that An- 
tonia Bourignon was not Inſpired, nor her Doftrine ' agreeable to the 
Scripture ; which is ſufficient to preſerve any from following this Way : 
But ſeeing this is the firſt time that Bourignianifin. was undertaken, 
was perſuaded to do it fally, and not to make an imperfett Work of it ; and 
eſpecially ſeeing the Examination of this, diſcovers all other Enthuſraſtical 
{mpoſtares and Deluſiong, Onr Quakers and Philadelphians, as well as 
the Quietiſts and Pietiſts abroad, are of the ſame hianey, and do all ſtand 
#pon the ſame foundgtion ; ſo that what overturn! one, overtarns all, 
To have publiſh'd at once a full Examination of Enthuſiaſm, Inſpira- 
tion, Viſiens, and the particular Tenets of Antonia Bourignon, world 
have required a tonger time than the impatient cariofity of ſome would al- 
allow : For this cauſe therefore, and for fome other reaſons, I have been 
prevailed with to ſet it forth by Parts, which are independent apon one ano- 
ther. This is the Firſt Narrative ; which ſhews the vigh Opinion that the 
- Diſciples of Antonia Bourignon bave of her, and'the Reaſons for it : The 
next ſhall go inſtantly to the Preſs: $1 that one may be expetted and had- 
always within three or four Weeks at moſt after anather. 1 pray God grant 
that they may be a means torecover ſome, and to preſerve others from thoſe 
Delufions that diſturb the Peace and Unity of the Church, and which lead 
private Perſons nnawares bith into Temporal and Eternal Ruine. 
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Madamiiſelle ANTONIA Bountoxon, 
| By . her Diſciples, 


Confiderd and: Examin'd. 


Ntonia Bourignon, the Daughter. of one John 71. 
Bourignon, an Italian Merchant, who lived 
MA. at Zi/e in Flanders, was' born the x 3th. of 
- > Tanwary, 1616 ; and. the died at Francter, 
in the Provines of Friſcland,the zoth. of Ofod. 1680: 
ſo that ſhe lived 'Threeſcore and. four Years, Nine 
Months,. and Fourteen Days. , None of her Friends 
had the comfort of attending her when the died :, but 

2 Conſiderable Perſon, who ſome days before v i ah 
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lowed to viſit her, came very Epportune, to kiſs her 


Feet, as The was laid in the Coffin, and to get _her 
buried after the manner ſhe her ſelf defired. And wa 


Lavie Con- ad gives ghis Accougt of her, For 64 That fre S 
; er 
CE; Cite 


binueyC.34. c 
DN, 3 . 
*of a middle Stature, ſlenderiamt = her Coun- 
* tenance was p8r able 5 he by + mph Ty brown ; | 
; ; her Forehea; , and wit ri &5J and her P 
« Afr; - and ſuch a exguilite Sight, that ſhe never 
* uſed Glaſſes. Her*Nole was we made, and propor- 
©tronable:— She was Out-mouthed; Etps-and | 
© Teeth ſomewhat big. _ Age had whiten'd her Hairs ; | 
* Sickneſs had made het B: Motte: and ſhe was hol- | 
* low abut” the JEyes) Ker Mien. het Speech, her 
* Addreſs, and way of receiving Perſons, were very 
| taking and agreeable. Her Gate was grave, qe 4 


et ; JS. yl #5 7 $0 NOR Excep 


* Taſting, were {tromg-and lively. She was of a nick 
© and active Diſpoſition. She was never ſad, bur al- | 
* ways of, anjeven;Lehnptrr; ;;Shb wotdd! geved ſuffer | 
© her Picture to be drawn ; not only becauſe ſhe did | 
* not approve of this ſort of Vanity, _ but alſo becauſe | 
©it very much” concern'd her riot to! be known, whon ; 


the acconnt'of her Perfeetttors,” As. the Giffs-ayd 
© Qualities is hit her Whitings db dd plrt 
*rhem ; bat none is'capabls to 'krjaw the, greatnels "of 
| ©thent, "fave He who beſtowed then; - 
I. This nk Perfon'tells us, © That from her Inſircy 
Ibid. c; 2. ſhe Iizd *the' gt of Chaſtity ir #0 high z 
p.21 thr ſhe often Rid,” That jn' alF Her lite, FEAT: 
Ke hot'ever uport a Temptation or Surprize, For 
| * lea 
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F leaſt: 'Thonglit: which | oyght: be uaBbecomng the 
£'Chaſtity '|of. the pureſt” Virgin-ſtate.. St. Ze 
*. writes of her ſelf, That God fametimes favonrid: her 
*rwith the ſame Grace; i But: as for ;Madamoielic: 859- 

4 rix»ou; thei poſiets'd: 1t-to- that: d&gree;, that ati over- 

+ flowed: if one may have leave to fpeak' fo): npon 
* thoſe who converſed with her. Her. Prglence and 
© Converſation did &nd forthftichian; Qitanr: of Wan- 
#-tinence;i 28-mide anthers: forget! ther Pheaires of:che 
£Hleſh 2: And-1 icave-xt 2(laigh Ie):200 the Ekpertence - 
* of thote who:read her Books with attention, to: judge 

* whether they' do not. ec dome: Impreſſions. of, ant :- 
-whether|they bemot drawn with InchkaatiorisXorthis 
*rVerthe that 1s iſa acceptable toGod:'r. 7 od non ? 

- | EhenghthisCiptadter of Midanioifclld:3Banrgenstbe 11. 
vety great,” and: declires :the. great Atiection 'd&f turh 
who grees it," ebnit..rs very. tar thort of -what 25: tur- 
then fac of her ;:f07 thais;oalyrreipects henipoFvart Per - 
Fonal fate; 2nd/{ets her forth ag 2 Momanſmgularly 
Good". and 'Vertuous in this cbnropt Age ::But 1t we 
will take the Word of this acdonymous Author, : and -. 
ſome. others; this Woman was: above all that s Hu-, 
mare ; the was inhabitediby-thei$pirit ot: Body. 'and 
all ſhe: did or ſpoke, /wds tb:ibe::afanbed to-Hins, 'and 
to be reckond not ſo:much' hers: as-Hlis, who deſign'd 
that ſhe ſhonld be the greateſt Bleſſing that ever was 
conterrd on. Mankind ::therefore they tare not eithcr . 
afraid oriaſhamedtobeſtownupenther:the Epithets that # 
are given to: Feſus Chryf,;" they: ſet: her. on the name 
Level with Him; they honour ther with his Titles ; 
they apply to her the Prophecies which the Church - 
hath always believed to be' meantof Him; 1hey draw 

a Parallel: betwn Him and Her, and -do make Him 
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the Type of Her 3 and not Him but Her the laſt and' 
- "higheſt Expreſſion of God's Love to Mankind. * To- 
- © intimate which, God ſent a Comet when ſhe was. 
_ _-© born, another when ſhe'firſt began to write ;:and 
__-*a- third; at her death, which was- greater and'more 
* dreadful than any that was ever ſeen before; She 
*15 the Divine Sun of Righteouſneſs ; ſhe is Truth, 
-*:pure:”Fruth,' and: the. only /Truth that can guide 
* one to'Heaven:and-Eternal Life: -' There isno other 
- © way of Life Eternal :(fays he) but what is in the 
* Mouth, in” the © Writings,” and in the Life of the 
tbid. c.34-* moſt holy Aztonia' Bowrignon.. ' And again, If ever 
_ 4;the:Church of: God be:edified upon Earth; - it can- 
_ © not be by any-'other means-but [by the-Remon- 
' *'ſtrances; the Rules, DoQrine,: Spirit and ' Example 
© of Madamoiſelle Bourignon. 'He calls 'her the Wo- 
© man ſpoker of in "the/ Revelation, who was ſhewn 
** to St. Fehn:1r) a Viſion, whom: (faith he) our: Eyes 
© have ſeen, and by whom-our Earsihave heard, :and 
< our Hands have: handled the Word of Life: © And as 
th. p. $98, he renders unto God Fhanks for the Grace of know- 
6or.. . Ing her, and of ws Arr" with her ; ſo hemoſt 
paſlionately. expoſtulates with God, for ſuffering her 
, todie, *'who: was the-only Juſt, the only Holy, the 
* only Perſon who had the Spirit of God. Where, 
* Lord > where is now your Holy Church > Alas! it 
* is altogether deſtroyed, and fubſiſts only in ruined 
* Houſes, in ſome: ſcatter'd+ Stones; - which, as the 
* Stones of the'ancient Sanctuary, are poured out upon 
* the tep- of every ſtreet, broken, defaced and unpo- 
* liſh'd, and there is none to gather them together, 
© nor to:ſet about the building of your New Feruſalem ; 
* for you have taken away. the holy Inſtrument of 
* your 


[ 
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© your Spirit, whom you had: calſed: and filled with 
* the Treaſures of your Grace, to labour in that Work ! 
© You have extinguiſh'd the Light which you ſent 
'©to the World, for guiding well-diſpolſed' Souls. 
« Where is now, Lord, the Truth of your Promiſes ? 
* Where are now your ancient Mercies, which never 
* ſuffer d the World to be deſtitute of living Witneſſes? 
© How have you ſuffer'd the time to come, in which 
* it may; be faid, without exception, that the righ- 
© FeOus av 056g there is no more a prophet: among 
© us, nor have we any who knows how long 2 
I might bring many other Paſſages out of this Au- TY. 
thor, to this-purpoſe,: but. I judge theſe are ſufficient 
to_prove his: Sentiments of Antonia Bourignon : And 
they are not peculiar to him ; for all who have taken 
this Woman's part, are of the fame mind.” He who 
writes the Apologetick Preface to- her Works, ems 
ploys all the Rhetorick, which Paſſion,. and a ſtrong- 
heated: Paſſion can 1nipire, in defence of thisWoman, 
to remove the Prejudices which areentertaindagainſt oo G* 
her Perſon and Dodrine, and to convince the World. : -- 
that ſhe was filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſent.to 
renew the Church, and to-bring it to-its utmoſt Per-_ 
fetion. If this Author, ought to be believed, all the 
Words and Writings of: this Woman are Sacred as 
Scripture it felf,. they ought to have the ſame Au- 
thority, and ſhould be as devoutly read ; yea, much 
_ rather read :. for if it-be true what-he ſays, they are 
more profitable, and do diſcover- more fully the hid- 
den Myſteries of God.: As the Author of the Leipfck 4% tip. 
Tranſattions obſerves, he makes the New Scripture /*« Menſe 
of Madam Bourignon either to confirm the: Qld, or to oy or: 
explain them,. or to-corre&t-them. In 'this Preface, + 
the 
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[6] 
the-Author conſiders the ſeveral ways by which God 
4nd doth communicate himfelf to Men * and 


he afferts confidently of Madamoielle Rowrrger , 


| That. God:(uſed | all thefe ſeveral ways with. her, as 


Pref.Apol. 
P- 158. 


Ib. p.1592. 


Vaions,: external Voices; -mntimate' Impreltions upon 


the Soul, and fuch ineflable 'Communicaticns,'/as 


made her to know and underſtand the-Mand ot God, 
and all Truths as they arc-.in him :.: © Her whole Life 

* (faith he) : was a continued Series of God's Word and 
ink -Dufcourle with Her, and of hers with him? And 
again, * She had ſo'often choſe. Communications with 

*God,. (which he reckons up'in.the Second Claflis) 
* that they were very common with her, byi which 
*.God communicated to. her the'intimate Knowledge 

* of Things Divitie and Humane, Marrers of Right. and 
* Fact, Things Sperulative and Pratical, Things Mv- 
- ſtical, Things 'appertaining to Faith and: Moralary,, 
< Things Farure-and Prophetick, tuch as are the Laſt 
* Things, of whichſhe has often fpoken.?: [Finalty;, He 


1 makes i kind of Union between 'Godandher:Soul,'and 


Ib, p. 193+ 


. fays, ** That they ſpoke to one another as two Friends 
* ule to do ; and that the Diſcourſe which ſhe 'had 
with God, 2s well as' that which He had with her, 
* proceeded not from herſelf, but from the motion- of 
© God, which prompted her to fpeak ; and that her 
© Books are filled with ſach Divine Conferences. 
The Prophets and Apoſtles were Men of like Paf- 
ſons and Infirmities with others, and ſeveral inſtances 
of their frailty ane npon Record 3 at the Direction 


"* and inſpiration of the infinite Wiſdom of God : Bur 
+» this An6nymous Advocate for. Antonia Bourignon, as 
_ well as the: other above mentioned ,, who continued 
mn enlarged the Hiftory of 'her Life, begun þy her 


ſelf, 
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felf, I fay, he will not allow her tobe guilty of any 
flip, or inadverrency, or failing, in Word or Deed, 
unworthy of the Spirit of God it ſelf. As it 1s ir 
the Leipfick Tranſattions ; Tanta cum Religione vene- 
ratir; "nt & Soleciſmps ejus; © in fbylo'errata ditlamini 
divino Fribuat, He juſtifies - all the ſaid or did, by 
Parallels rom the Prophets, from Chrift and the 
Apoſtles ; - and confidently 'aflerts, That the Oppo- 
ſrtion ſhe meers with, the Prejudices and Out-cries 


apzinſt her; or her Doctrine, proceed from the 
me- Spirit and Principles which perfecuted them : 1b. p- 197: 


For to give you his Sentiments in ſhort, © She was 
"the Pureſt, the moſt Diſ-tnrereſted -and Self-denied 
F Sou, and the*molt reſigned: to God that ever was 
Eanporr Earth! The Werkd, and (all that's 'in the 
* World, was of no Value-to her ; ſhe was perfectly 
F denied to all Senſe, and to every thing that depen- 
Oded upofr Imagination. Tre ker Divme Confertnees 
©(that'rs, her converſation with-God) ſhe ufedneither 
© Ideas ror Meditations ; but was in 'an' admirable 
' vacuity” of all Deſire of knowing either this or that : 
* having [no wilt of her own , nor any Inclination 
* nor Fondnefs for any Sentiment;' no, -not the mitt 
© intimate and. moſt-drvine ; but a total, perfedt; and 
* moſt accompliſhed Reſignatton''for receiving what 
it would pkaſe God to communicate to her, and 
* no other thing, with 'an abſolute Reſolution to exe- 
© enter whatever would pleafe God';'tho' ini doing it, 
{xr behoved to combat the--World and Hell, and loſe 
* a Thoufand 'Lives. In this Habitval and invariable 
© State, where ſhe continued from the Eighteenth 
©year of her Age, to the hit monient of her Life : 
* None but God alone conld adt ii the Fund of her 


* Soul, 


VI. 


($J] 
© -Soul, in all thoſe ſeveral ways-mentioned : And the 
© whole Conduct of ſuch a Perſon .could not be but 
© Divine, ſeeing ſhe was united to God by a |erfect 
*Refgnation. NgE © 
"Now that the Reputation of Antonia Bourignon may 
not ſtand upon the Credit of two obſcure and: un- 
known Authors, who were afraid to expoſe their 
Names; that what hath. been faid,may not be thought 
their particular Rhapſodies, I will,confirm the ſame, 
by Inſtances from ſome who have publickly owned 


-. It, and doglory in it. 1 will begin with Monſieur de 
' Cort, one of her firſt Diſciples, who was Superiour 


of the Oratory, 'and Paſtor of Saint Fohn at Mechlzn, 


and who (as it is faid) loſt his Life-in her Cauſe: 


This Man; in: a-Letter to the Vicar-General of the 
Archbiſhoprick of Mechl;n, after having told him how 
he had happened to read that Paſlage, 2 X7ngs xxii, 
about: Zilkzah's finding the Book of the Law of the 
Lord, and ſending, to Huldah , the, Propheteſs,, to 
enquire about it; he writes, * That having made a 
© very {crious Reflection upon all this, he was touched 
© with a ſenſible Grief, conſidering that we have here 
© an Excellent Woman, a Friend of God, the Favou- 
* rite of Jeſus, the Orgpa of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
© is greater than Zuldab, to whom God has commu- 
© nicated himſelf extraordinarily, and to whom he 
© has diſcovered. all his Secrets. She .never yet de- 
© ceived any 'perſon,.:was always faithful, firm, con- 
* ſtant, immoveable; She poſleſſeth the Holy Ghoſt, 
* with his Gifts of Wiſdom, Underſtanding, Know- 


| * ledge, Piety, Courage, Counſel, fear of God ; and 


© together with theſe, ſhe poſſeſſes the Twelve Fruits 
* of the ſame Spirit ; Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience; 
' Longa- 
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© Longanimity, -Goodneſs, and the: reſt-: The Eight 
* Beatitudes:do alſo ſhine in. her. ; ſhe hives not to her 
* ſelf, but altogether ro God; ſhe ſpeaks as ſhe lives, 
* and ſhe lives as ſhe ſpeaks : Her words are Lively, 
© Efficacious, and Operative ; they are conform to 
* the Goſpel and the other Scriptures. Her Life is 
* altogether miraculous : And 'I do remember that 
* which your Reverence hath often faid to me, how* 
* that ſhe was an admirable. Maid, that there was 
* never found her like; we are happy to have fuch 
* a-Treaſure ; and truly ſhe hath the | Holy Ghoſt. 
© Moreover, I remember, how I have brought Letters 
* to her, in which you have earneſtly deſired her 
* Prayers for your ſelf and for your Friends, recom- 
* mending to her many particular Aﬀairs:; and how 
© as concerning the Publick, in the time of Univerſal 
* Scourges ; in all theſe Dangers no body conſults 


' © her, no 'body makes Prayers to her , no body em- 


* ploys her ! Thefe Thoughts bave touched my Heart 
* very ſenſibly. As for me, I have thanked you, and 
* do ſtill thank you. infinitely ; -becauſe God: inſpired 
* you to ſend me to this Creature. 1 never received, 
* neither from Arch-Biſhop, nor from Biſhops, nor . 
* from Paſtors,nor from my Directors and Superiours, 
© nor from Saints, nor from-God himſelf immediately, 
* more good than from her by God only. TI beſeech 
* you, for the Honour of God, for the Good of the 
* Church, for your. own private good, and for the 
* good of all thoſe who are under your Charge, to 
* conſult. her, -and | to believe; her as to that which 
* ſhe ſhall-tell you from God cancerning| theſe deplo- 
* rable Times. © St. Jerome ſays, That Denteronomium 
* eſt ſecunda_ Lex, & Evangelice legis prafiguratio, 
C | * that 


 * 
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 * that is, Deuteronomy, or the Book that was found 


*in the timeof ZHul/dah, is the Second Law, or the 
* Second Eſtabliſhment of the Law of God, and that 
* it is a Figure of what ſhall be under the Evangelical 
*Law. Now, I am of the:Mind, that the Evangelical 
* Law, which was firſt Eſtabliſhed, and afterwards 
* forgotten and loſt,ſhall be renewed and re-eſtabliſhed, 
© as Deuteronomy was' a Second time under the Mini- 
* ſtry of this New ZHuldah. This Letter is prefixed 


to the Treatiſe which bears the Title of, The Word of 


God, or the interiour Life of Madamoiſelle Bourignon : 
Where alſo there are Extracts of ſome Letters of the 
fame Vicar-General, bearing a Teſtimony unto her. 
Here we have had one bearing witneſs to Antonia 
Bourignon, not upon hear-fay, or any. uncertain Re- 
, bur from his own Experience. "There is ano- 
ther ſtill alive, who knew her, was intimately ac- 
quainted with her, and who gives her a Character 


| above what either Man or Woman {beſides Jeſus 


Chriſt) ever deſerved. It is Monſieur Poiret, who 
may be called the Chief Diſciple, or Firſt Apoſtle of 
Antonia Bourignon , he having ſpread her Fame and 


. propagated her Opinions more ſtudiouſty, and with 


more Zeal and Fervour than any other. As St. Pau! 


 defired to know nothing ſave Jeſus Chrift and bim craci- 
| fed; fo this Man ſeems to defire to know nothing 


but Madamoiſelle Bourignou. He does not believe a 
God more firmly, than that this Woman was divinely 
inſpired : His words were (to ſome of my Acquain- 
tance who viſited him) 7am certus ſum eam Yirginem 


* nſpiratam eſſe quam Deam exiftere. She is ever in 


his Mouth, and on all occaſions he recommends her 
Books as having Light and Inſtruction, and all _ 
| rable 


Eg RP, p : —_ ; Ty 


» 


OBE 
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rable Advantages aboveali the Books in the World, 
.without excepting the Scriptures. Some few Years 
after her Death, he ſent a Memorial to Monſieur Bale, 
to be inſerted in the Novelles de la Republique ds la 
Lettre, that all the learned World might have the 
Knowledge of this wonderful Woman : And becauſe 
Monſieur Bale had dropt ſomething which did not 
favour of that reſpe&t which is due to Madamoilelle 
Bourignon , he again expoſtulated with him, and cor- 
rected him by another Memoria] ; both which may 
be ſeen in the Ninth Articles for the Months of April 
and May, for the Year 1685. | 

- All which Monſieur Poiret writesnow, isupon the 
Principles of this Woman : Her Doctrine is the Foun- 
dation of his Oeconomy Divine, in whuch he imagines 
that he has explained all the Myſteries both of Nature 
and Religion, cleared all Difficulties either in Philo- 
ſophy-or Divinity, .and revealed the ſecret Purpoſes 
of the Countel' of God', both in refpe& of what is 
paſt, and of what is to come. All theſe - things 
he hath done by the Light which his Beloved Mi- 
ſtreſs afforded him : Take his own words for it. 
* I ought to acknowledge, that theſe Principles and Pref.n.28. 
\* many other things are not of my own Invention, 
* but that I have been led' to them by the Divine - 
* Writings, and by the Inſtruction of one of Un- 
* known Worth. 1 ſhould never have come to the 
* knowledge of theſe: Truths of my ſelf, if the Light Tam: 3- 
* which - God communicated to one of his Saints, RY 
* had not Adminiſtred the Occafion : She is a Perſon 
© whote Writings have led me into tht Knowledge of 
* the ſolid - Principles of all things. Madamoixſelle 
* Bourignon Iath received from God ſuch certain and 

C 2 * particular 


6, 


| 
| | E I2 [ | 
l » * particular Light, as without which I neither could | 
* have ſeen, nor been ſenſible in this manner of theſe 
Thid, c.12, * Divine Truths , how palpably ſoever the Text of 
P-21*- * Scripture may ſeem to lead the attentive Reader 
* unto them. | God hath drawn me forth, not by 
* the force and ſubtilty of my wretched Reaſon, nor 
* by Study, or by Reading the Books of .Learned 
© Men,. but by the Writings of a Woman, through 
*,which God has touched and. iſluminated my Heart, 
* making me ſee a perfeCt Light in all theſe Matters 
Tbid. c.19, © and Difficulties, as well as almoſt in all other 
P- 349% © things, whether Divine.or Humane, Natural or Su- 
* pernatural. Behold a great'and notable Truth; and 
*a.Key. of | an infinite. number of' admuable/ Lights 
* far explaining a Thouſand Paſſages of Divine Scrip- 
© ture, and of the charitable and adorable Conduct 
© of God towards Men ? Nothing is wanting to make | 
* this rare and incomparable Truth to be received of 4 
<* Men, but-that its Diſcovery, and the: Explication 
© of theſe Paſiages of Scripture, which point-it out, 
* have not been communicated by ſome Ancient Fa- 
- © ther, or by ſome great Doctor, but by an unlearned 
 * Woman, to. whom God , has been: pleaſed to mani- 
Tom, 4. . feſt himſelf fo far, notwithſtanding of the contrary 
chap. 16. © Judgment of ſome bearded Animals. Whoſoever 
P- 3759 © would ſee theſe things in the moſt ſenſible and moſt 
* Divine Light that can be delired, have no more to 
* do 'but to conſult the Works of -Madainoiſelle Bou- 


© rignon ; particularly, theſe Three or Four ; The re- 
© newing of the Goſpel-Spirit, Antichriſt Diſcovered, { 
© The Light of the World, and the Touchſtone : For 1 
* do acknowledge, That '1 have not: perceived, that | 
* God, ſince the beginning ..of the World, did ever 

| | * diſcover 


[:13-] 


* diſcover more clearly, more ſenſibly, more ſtrongly, 
* more plainly the - greatnefs of Man's Corruption, 
© as. he hath done in 'our Days, by that excellent 
© Organ of the Holy Ghoſt : And nothing but the 
©Diſcovery of this Evil has offended all wilfully 
* wicked Perſons at her ; their Proud Heart would 
* not humble it ſelf, nor be covered with Confu- 
* ſion, nor can they be induced to. hate-and re- 
© nounce themſelves. The Devil alſo, their good 
© Friend, who dwells in their corrupt Hearts, not 
* enduring to be thus expoſed ; has reſolved to em- 
* ploy by his Diabolical Slaves, againſt this Divine 
Light, and this. Holy Soul which declares it, - his 
* two ordinary Machines, Lying and Ytolexce, which 
* he hath inſpired -abundantly into, the Hearts of 
* mnany wicked Perſons, both Learned and Idiots, 
* who have not been wanting hitherto to labour 
< in this, as it becomes them ,. in fayour- of their 
* Maſter and King, the Murtherer, the Perſecutor, 
* the Lyar , the Calumniator - from the Beginning, 


* who will one Day give them his common Pay, if Tom. 7. 


* they do not defeat the Work which the 
* bolically.made for him againſt the moſt Divine;-'the 
* moſt Splendid,and the moſt Solid-Truth whichever 

© yet appeared. Thus far Monſieur Pozret. 
But that I may not be thought to impoſe upon the 
Engliſh Reader, by Quotations: from foreign Books, 
which are little known, and in few hands, I will 
juſtifie this high CharaQter of Antonia Bourignon, by 
Paſlages of a parallel ſtrain out of the Prefaces to her 
Treatiſe of 7he Light of the World, which is now 
rendred into Engliſh, to be read, underſtood, and con- 
ſidered by all who defire to be ſaved, as the Title-page 
| bears, 


y.haveDia- £-3-P. 92. 
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Preface to 


the Engliſh 


Reader, 
P- 21s 


M- Corte's 
Pref.P.43- 
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bears. There her eminent Sanity is declared and” 
ſet forth in words which were never applicable to any 
Creature before ; for none but Feſus Chrift was ever 
ſaid to be perfect, and without fin. © But the Purity 
* of Autonza Bourignon's Life was exact and conſtant ; 
* ſhe was a perfect Pattern and living Exemplar of 
© the Spirit and DoQrine of the Goſpel. In ſhort, We 
* may 'all truly:affirm, That we never obſerved in 
* hex any Vice, Sin, or any Weakneſs of Spirit ; 
< but a perfe&t and ſolid Vertue, ſurpaſſing Natural 
© and Humane Strength ; which made us-lay, That 
* her Life was altogether Miraculous, as if Adam had 
* never finned in her. ' And as to her Knowledge and 
Underſtanding; it is made Infinite ; * for there were 
* bid in her the Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom, which 
* enabled her to utter things unheard of, ſo marvel- 
* Jous and ſublime, that we often remained quite loſt 
* with Admiration ;. for we had never heard ſuch 
* things. She explained likewiſe the Holy Scrip- 
© tures {o perfeRtly, that none of the holy Fathers 
© haveever'ſo done, nor any body ſince the Creation 
* of the World. She knew the ſecret Thoughts of 
© Men's Hearts, and Things to come ; and did not 
* foretell them by - way of Suppoſition, or related 
* them as if the had dreamt them. We found alſo, di- 
< verſe times, that ſhe could tell what paſt in her ab- 
© ſence,” and how our Souls behaved themſelves to- 
* wards God. In ſhort, This Divine Soul told us 
* many Secrets of the Myſtical and Inward Life, that 
* all our Theology was too ſhort and inſufficient to 
* anſwer her to fo high Queſtions, not only in Mat- 
* ters of Theology, but alſo in all other Matters, ac- 


© cording to the various Rencounters and A pe 
- 6 So 
whic 
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* which fell out : 10 that one would have thought, 
Ithat though a Man had: peruſed all ſorts of Hiſtories, 
*and grown old in the ſtudy of all forts of Sciences, 
* he could not know, with ſuch Underſtanding, all the 
* things which this Pilgrimeſs told us. It 15 impot- 
* ſible to write in particular the admwable things 


* which we have heard of this Pilgrimeſs : fo that We Ib. p. 45. 


* may fay of her Diſcourſes, what St. Paul faid of his 
* Rapture, That he had ſeen and heard things which 
© eyes had not ſeen, nor ear heard, and that tt has not 
* entered into the mind of man what God bas prepared 


* for his elef. 


"Now, leſt any ſhould think that rhis extraordinary 
Knowledge came to her by Natural Means, or that 
it was the effe&t of ſome Art and Induſtry, which 


others had not the happineſs to know, neither were 


IX, 


capable to undergo ; we are told, © That ſhe never 1b. p. 4:. 


© read, nor learn'd of any body ; That ſhe was with- 


© out Study, even without Reading ; and, which is > P: 33: 


* more, without Meditation. Years and Experience 
* make others Wiſe and Knowing, , but ſhe had her 
vaſt Knowledge from the beginning : ſhe was not 
wiſer in her Old Age than in her Youth ; for ſhe 
was infallible in both : neither was there any occa- 
ſion for correcting or amendiog that which the fpoke 


or wrote in her firſt years; * For if you perufe her Ib. p. ar. 


* Writings impartully, you wilt meet with many 
© remarkable CharaCers that are not ordinarily to be 
* found in many Writings. A clear and diſtin& Ac- 
* count of the Eſſential Truths of Chriſtianity, with 
a conſtant urging of them as the one thing neceſſary, 
and diſtinguithing them from the acceſſory Truths 
which are not neceſſary to Salvation ; an gy 
* ſimpl1- 


5 
£ 
5 


As 
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© f{mplicity: of Exprefſion, whichia Child may under- 
£tand}i with as' ſingular: a ſublimity of Thoughts, a 
* convincing power. and force going along with them ; 
*.a plain unfolding, in a few Lines, the Difficalties 
*:about- which” the Learned write many. Volumes ; a 
*conftant:harmony. and uniformity-of Sentiments, 


- ©in: the Writings of a courſe of forty years, from 


Ib. p. 13. 


* about«the Twenty third to the Sixty fifth year of 
* her age, in which ſhe died, with an evidence and 
*.clearneſs'to the conviction of ;our - Natural Reaſon : 
* And-all this.-by one. who never. read any Books ; 
© never converſed with the Learned, to be inſtructed 
© by them ;. never: premeditated ' what ſhe wrote ; 
* never blotted out nor mended what was once writ- 
© ten, but being attentive to the Love of God, in 
© the calm and inward recolleQtion of her Spirit, wrote 
* as faſt as her: hand could guide the Pen ; and' when 
* ſome Writings were laid by unfiniſh'd, for ſome 
* years, . returned to them and finiſh'd them after the 
* fame manner, without reading any -more of what 
* had been written, than ſome few of the immediately 
* foregoing Lines, to make a due connexion. Thus 
Memory, and thoſe Rational diſcuſſive Faculties which 
help others: to: the knowledge of Truth, were of no 
uſe to her ; becauſe they make her to have had an 
immediate intuition of all things in God, with whon 
ſhe bad inward Converſation from her Childhood. She 
neither did nor would -Jearn any thing from the 
Scriptures, though they were given by Inſpiration, 
and were deſigned'to make every Man of God pertect, 
and throughly inſtrufted to every good word and work. 
She would take nothing from the ſecond-hand, but 


would have all things immediately from God _ 
{e ; 


| L 17] 
{lt ; and therefore ſhe asked Him Queſtions, and re- 
ceived Anſwers from Him, about the ſmalleſt mat- 
ters. Ina word, the: deſign of theſe three Prefaces 
is:to prove, "That all: her Words and- Thoughts are 
God's, and that the Spirit was not given to her by 
meaſure; no more than it was to Feſus Chriſt, and that 
there was the ſame reaſon for both : For as God'had 
choſen a.. Virgin tori his:Mother ; fo: he'/had choten 
another- Virgin to be "the Organ of his'Tight-@nd 
Spirit, by: Whom, he deſigned .to renew-Hhis Church; 
and to give the laſt Blow and Overthrow to Satan's 


Kingdom ; 'for 'which cauſe the is called 'the Light of 


the World : and theſe: words.of 7/aiah are applied unto 
her, Z7he -people. that walked in \darkneſs have ſeen a 
great light :: They that dwell -in the land 'of the ſhadow 
of death, upon them hath the light ſhined. And upon 


j 
ID, P. 15 


this account,. Monſieur de . Cort. ſays,'* I: look: upon 1t. p. 46, 
* her-Acquaintarice;' as. a greater-tavour:than all the +7: 


* Graces and Favours: which God:hath beftawed-on 
* me-in this World, 'yea, even thaw-my'Creation” it 
* felf ;-for that would ſerve me in little:ſtead; without 
* che working: out/-of my /Salvation ;.:which; would 
* have beep 10. great-:dafger, if 'I:had notunamed to 
* the -knowledge:of-my ſelf, and” of: the Defighoand 
* Marvels of God, which I have learned'and diſco- 
* vered by the means of this Creature; andthe has 
* certainly begn;ſerſt me as the:only! Means of the Per. 
* teftion' of :my. Soul, :and.ob|allchoſe ivho will profic 
* by: the. recital of: this 'Narratifveavtucli/ I figdhmy 
* {elf obliged to publiſh; for the profit of many. : This 
* 15 the etuetreaſere:hjd; inthe tearthy he who! ſhalt 
* find. it,;oughtte: ſd all zhiat he has; ito buy: this 
* Ground; to: end he:may: find war == 

| D * Trca- 
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* Treaſure, and take it up with Joy, as the moſt pre- 
* cious thing in the World. | 

I have inſiſted the longer upon the Character of 
Madamoiſelle' Bourigvon, her perſonal Endowments | 
and Qualifications, her Divine Miſſion and Authority, 
25 they are declared and ſet forth by her Diſciples, 
becauſe they are Material Points in our Enquiry about 
her : And for the {ame reaſon, I have choſe to give 
theſe things in their own words, that it may appear 
to all, that T do not charge them with things which 
they do not, neither will own. 

And now I may have liberty to add, That if Ma- 
damoiſelle Borrignon deſerves the CharaQter, which is 
here given to her if it be true what. theſe Anthors 
I have quoted do fay of her ; if their Commendations 
and Praiſes are not raſh and groundleſs, but built 
upon a ſolid Foundation, then ſhe is, not only a very 
Singular and Extraordinary Perſon, but, without ex- 
ception, the greateſt that ever- was Born-of a 'Wo- 
man; She is above all the Ancient Patriarchs ; ſhe 
is to be preferred to Hoſes and the Prophets; to John 
tlie Baptiſt and the Apoſtles; and at leaſt ſhe owpht 
to be honoured equially with Jeſus Chriſt, who is/faid 
ta be Ged bleffed for ever. She'was as: much without 
Sin as he was; and her Body was of a better Frame 
and Temper ; for his was ſo much waſted by his 
Travels; and the fatigues 'of his Miniſtry,” that he 
ſkemed to be Fifty [while he was not” much' above 
Fhirty : | Whereas, 4#tonta Bourignon 'did not appear 
to be Forty years old, when ſhe was Sixty and odd. 
And' though I cannat - pretend, - that they do aſſert, 
in: expreſs terms, that the was perſonally-united ro 
the'God-head, yet I da think it is a ckar Conſequence 
from 
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from: what they ſay; for I cannot underſtand how 
otherwiſe ſhe could know all Truths, the deepeſt 
Myſteries of Nature and Religion, things hidden 
from the Wifeſt in all Ages ; nor how ſhe could, on 
all Occafions, fpeak and write about both fmall and 
great Matters certainly, : clearly , and infallibly, as 
well as live up to the higheſt Perfection of an Uni- 
verſal Piety; and all this without conſulting either 
Men or Books, without previous Refteftion and Me- 
ditation ; I ſay, I cannot underſtand how alt this 
- _ could be: done by a meer Creature ; and therefore 
the nuſt either have been always perfonally united 
to the Deity, and fo tobe efteemed God-Wowman , or 
elſe, as ſome Ancient Hereticks faid of Jefus Chrift, 
her Body and Humane Nature were not reat, but a 
meer>-Phantome and Apparition by whicly God was 
pleafed to declare his Mind and Will unto Men. And 
which ſoever of theſe be held, or whatever way God 
acted. in her and by her, all her Words and Writings 
are Sacred as Scripture; they are of the fame Autho- 
rity, and do deſerve the fame reſpe&t, and ought to [ 
be read publickly, for the Honour of God, and the my 
Ediftcation of Men. Finally , there ought to be a | 
Commemoration of Antonia Bourignon in the Publick 
Liturgies,. as:well as of Jeſus Chriſt, and of the De- 
ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles. And as 
the Church has always uſed to give unto God Names 
and Titles, from the Signal Manifeſtations of him- 
ſelf; and as the latter took always place of the for- 
mer, becaufe more honourable and glorious ; thus 
the God of Abraham, he fear of Iaac, he that brought 
the Children of lirael out of Egypt, and delivered 
them from their Captivity, which were God's Names 


in former times, have been laid aſide, to give way to 
D z that 


XI. 
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that of the-God' aud Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 


So this, and all theſe ſhould now give place ?97he God 
of Antonia Bourignon, ?o the Spirit who ſpoke by her, 
becauſe ſhe has brought. a greater, a.clearer, 'and a 
fuller Light into; the World, and' has made” greater 


+ Diſcoveries of the Wiſdom,. and:Power,” and . Good- 
neſs of God, than what came by Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ff. 


Theſe things follow naturally and clearly from 


- what was formerly. delivered .concerning - Antonia 


Bourignon ; but then they are of that importance, 
that none, but Madmen and Fools, will admit either 
the Premiſſes or Conſequence without ſufficient Evi- 
dence and Authority. For, if the things that are 
{aid be not true ; if there be more aſcribed to Mada- 
moiſelle Bourignon than 'what ought to be, then to 
pay her ſuch Honour, Reſpect, and Eſteem would be 
abominable Idolatry and' horrid On If ſhe 
require it, ſhe is an Impoſtor, a Meſlenger from Sa- 
tan, the Organ and Inftrument of the Devi, where- 
by he deſigns to ſeduce the Simple and -Unwary ; 
She is not the true Light to be followed, but an-/pris 
fatuus, a falſe and dangerous appearance, to be care- 
tully 'avoided by all who love. and ſeek their own 
ſatety; and they. who proclaim ſuch high things of 
her are falſe Prophets ; if they believe ſincerely what 


they ſay, they are ſadly infatuated and deluded; and 


it otherwiſe, they are monſtrouſly and egregiouſly 
Wicked : if they be right, we cannot ſo much as give 


this Woman one Contradiction , without betraying: 
- our Conſcience , as M. de Cort ipeaks : But if they 


go not ſpeak the Truth, then if we hearken unto them, 
we receive thoſe who ſpeak in the Name. of the 


Lord falſely, and we fhall provoke God's Wrath and. 


Jealoulie, 


1 On 


props 


[5 J 
jealouſie, by the: grievous offence of giving Divine 
Honour to another. - Al RE I ID DIG, ; VIEEs 
It .therefore highly concerns us what part we 
ought to take in rhis Matter, whether we ought to. 
admit theſe Men and: their Teſtimony , or if we 
ſhould ret them. And indeed, whatever refpect 
be due to theſe Gentlemen, I crave leave tofay, that 
the Matter in hand 1s of greater weight, than to be 
ſupported merely by their Authority ; nor can their 
Teſtimony be judged ſufficient to receive Antonia 
Bourignon for ſuch a' Woman as they have deſcribed 
her. I will not reflect upon their Honeſty, nor wilt 
I deny Integrity to ſome of them : Nay, I will eafily 


grant that all of them may ſpeak as they think, and' 


that they have written theſe” things of this Woman 
from no other Motive than the ſincerity of their ow 
Perſwaſions. But what then > This cannot reaſona- 
bly decide the caſe : Nor can we, without a moſt 
culpable raſhnefs , join iſſue with- them , until we 
examine. the Grounds of their Belief, 'and ſee their 
Reaſons why they come to be ſo and fo perſwaded. 
Every one that is Honeſt, is not alſo Wiſe and Know- 
ing.: Nor are all infallible who may be numbered 
among{t the Wile and Learned. - Good Men may be 
miſtaken:;. nor are well meaning-Perſons ſecure trom 
being deceived and impoſed upon : Nay; not onlv 
the Simple and Ignorant are liable to be ſeduced, 
but alſo Men of Underſtanding, Learning, and Know- 


ledge, of which many Inſtances may be brought both: 
out -of Ancient and Molern Hiſtories. 7ertullian 


was carried away by the Error of Montanus. Nei- 


ther all the firſt, nor yet all the preſent followers 


of Mahomet ougit to be reckoned Dunces or' De- 


ſhgning Men : Nor. were it Juſt to deprive all the- 


Diſciples 
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Diſciples of George Fex, of: Underſtarding and Sin- 
cerity ; and yet he would not a&: wifkely nar con- 
ſcientipully who ſhould plead for theſe Impetors, and + 
juſtifie their Errors and Deluſions, becaule fome in 
ether. things of Sence and Judgment, have taken part 
with them. None indeed, but wicked Men and Vik 
lains will ſtudy a Cheat, and endeavour to ' impoſe 
upon the World that which they know and be- 
lieve to be-falle : But how often have we feen and 
known Perſons ſeduced and drawn into. ſuch helliſh 
Deſigns, who. oyght nat to be branded with fuch 
odious CharaGters ; though at the ſame time I can- 
not but ſay , that whateyer reafon there may be to 
excuſe their Sinecrity, there is all the reaſon in the 
World. to. cenfure their Judgment, Difcretion and 
Conduct ; for who does not a& wiſely 'and cau- 
tiouſly, can never be ſaid to a& innocently, though 
he may not be fo cylpable as others. 

As no Man loves to, be cheated in any thing, fo no- 
Man-ſhould fuffer hunſelf to be: cheated im Religion 
and Meſſages from Heaven ; for they are Matters 
of the higheſt Importance, and therefore our Sen- 
timents about them ſhould be built upon ſome ſure 
Foundation : without fome reafonable Conviction , 
without ſome: Evidence which may fatisfie . Sober 
» Men, and which- may be defended when required 
and called in Queſtion , we ought not to receive 
Dodrines, nor embrace particular Syſtems of Reli- 
gion, nor ſhould we cloſe with this or that Method 
of Salvation, otherwiſe:we are ſhamefully lazy, neg- 
ligent and eaſe in things which do moſt concern 
us. *Tis true, the generality of the World practiſe. 
the contrary , they take theſe things upon truſt, 
and are ſatisfied with that which is farſt propoſed, 
| and 
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and which lie neareſt them : But this is a Reproach 
to Mankind, nor can there be a grearer inſtance of 
the Corruption of Humane Nature, than' this, that 
Men 'uſe' their Reaſon leaſt in things of greateſt 
moment. - However we are not to conſider what'is 
commonly done, but what ſhould be done ; what is 
fit to be done by wiſe and good Men,by fachas would 
build their preſent Peace and Comfort, and their eter- 
nalIntereſt, not upon Sand, but upon a Rock which 
can hold out againſt Storms and Tempeſts. us 
Now, if in fuch caſes a reaſonable Conviction, a 


fatisfying Evidence be: neceſſary, then to receive / 


Madamoiſelle Bourrignon as one fo highly dignified 
by Ged, and her Scheme of Religion and''Syſtem 
of Opinions as Divine , and-abfolutely neceſſary iro 
be followed, we ought to have ſomething more than 
the Authority and Teſtimony "of thoſe Men for- 
merly quoted : for- whatever their Morals be, - they 
are fallible- as" others ; If they will not wilfully. de 
ceive, yet they are liable to be deceived ; and if 
they have been tmpoſed upon, where are we if we 
follow them. The Teſtimony of Men is only ve- 
luable fo far as they are competent Judges of ' the 
things which they declare : It is: unjuſt to deny the 
Teſtimony of ſmcere honeſt Men, when they bear 
witneſs only to Matters- of Fa&t, to things -which 
they - have heard and: ſeen; but when it comes to 
Opinions ; ' Perſwafions' 'and 'Sentimients, ' botly good 
art wife Ment ovght to be ſubmitted to a 'Tryal and 
Examination, whether there be Reaſons for their Be- 
lief.. - Now the Cafe before us, is of the Nature of 
the laſt ; ' that 1s, It is not a Matter of Fat, but a 
Matter of Faith and Opinion ; and therefore we muſt 
be allowed to judge the Validity of the _— - 

theſe 


\ + ks 2 


AI. : 
1 miſrepreſent them. 1 do. not ;remember.ty | have 
[ | -met with any. beſides; thoſe, which ,follow., which 
f have been ſuggeſted ,and- which,,may be (gathered | 
[. from: what has been ſaid above.; z. An Early.and 
[/ Extraordinary Sandity... 2. The ſecret: Knowledge 
| of Mens Thoughts. -,3. Forgtelkng things. £9. come. 
4-; A Sublime and Wonderful Knowledge, of Divine 
Myſteries,; with 'an;Uniformity and -Agreement of 
[| Sentiments both with her ſelf and Scripture. '5. The 
I Syperaatural Means and, Method | of her. coming.to 
the Knowledge ot; all theſe things, vzz.. without Read» 
10g, without. conſulting; Men or Books ,..and - with- 
out- Meditation. 6. The. apparition. of -Comets at 
her Birth, when ſhe began to Write, 'and at--her 
Death.;; From:.theſe Reaſons they conclude; that, ſhe 
was';Divingly. laſpired, -and,ſen to, the World .upon 
ſome great.;Deſign;, and for theſe Reaſons, they,make 
her'the Woman 1n the Revelation- who was cloathed 
with the Sun,, and had the, Moon under her Feet, 
they. call her ; he. Spouſe of.-Gbriſt,, and,give jjer that 
large Gharacter:which-we:have.ſcen, above. .-;. «(2 
-k intend to.con{ider thels Reaſons,calmly and imr 
patrtially.-, Firſt, whether. ſuppoſing them true, the 


Conkguence drawn from them be juit,and neceſſary; | 
and thentgyhat truth is in themyj 4! + 6 ont 2jl 
XIV. | I;begin, with. the Firſt. viz, hextarly and Extra: 
ordinary SanGtity. : And;1rdo-acknowleage that true 


SanCtity 
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Sanctity is only from God. It is not the work of 
Nature but of Grace ; No Man can be perfectly Holy 
of himſelf, nor can the Devil either intend or effe- 
Qtuate ſuch a thing ; if therefore any have the Gift 
of Sanctity, they have it from above, God certainly 
is the Author of it, whoſe Spirit only can ſubdue 
our Natural Corruption, and raiſe us to a Confor- 
mity to the Divine Nature. And as this Gift is of 
God, ſo it is more valuable than the Gift of Miracles, 
Prophecies, ſpeaking with divers Tongues, and ſuch 
like; for it is a greater ſign of rhe love of God, and 
does better ſecure an Intereſt in him. When our 
, - Lord beſtowed the Power of Miracles and of caſt- 
ing out Devils upon the Seventy Diſciples, that they 
might not overvalue this Special Privilege or boaſt 
too highly of it, be faid unto them, Notwithſtanding 
in this rejoyce not, that the Spirits are ſubjeft unto you, 
but rather rejoyce, becauſe your names are written in 
Heaven. Now all who are truly holy have their 
Names written there : Many who have Propheſied, 
and caſt out Devils; and done many wonderful Works, 
ſhall be diſowned in the great Day of the Lord ; they 
ſhall be commanded to Depart from Chriſt our Sa- 
viour ; but they who are truly fanCtified, will never 
be ſeparated from him, theirs is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven tor ever. 

But though Sanftity be a great and moſt defira- 
ble token ot God's Love and Favour, yet it is not al- 
ways attended with extraordinary Illuminations and 
Inſpirations : It may be without theſe, and theſe 
may be ſeparated from it. Good and Holy Perſons 
in the other World ſhall have a full and clear Viſion 
of all things, then they ſhall underſtand the Intrica- 
cics of Providence, and the Secrets of the Divine 

LY Countel ; 
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Counſel ; then they ſhall ſee God as he 7s, and know 
even as they are known : But at preſent the beſt and 
moſt Holy ſee as through a Glaſs darkly, and are 
ignorant of many things, as well as orhers; nay, 
perſons very good and holy, and very dear to God, 
may not know ſo much as ſome that are wicked and 
unſanctified. What St. Paul ſuppoſeth, may be pro- 
ved by ſeveral Inſtances, that one may have the Gift 
of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and all 
Knowledge, and yet be without Holineſs ; for if they 
may want Charity, they want a ſpecial part of Ho- 
lines. Wherefore ſuppoſe we ſhould grant Sanctity 
to Antonia Bourignon, fuppole her to be truly and ex- 
traordinarily Holy ; yet: ſhe 1s not therefore to be 
reckoned Infallible, nor endued with all Knowledge, 
nor are her DoQrines to be received Implicitly. Let 
her Sanctity be never fo great, yet that alone doth 
not raiſe her to the Station and Dignity of a Prophet, 
at whoſe Mouth the Church, and all particular Per- 
ſons, ſhould receive the Law and Will of God ; for 
though Holineſs doth certainly not only diſpoſePerſons 
to receive ſpecial Influences of rhe Spirit of God, 
but alſo give a deeper Sence of Divine Truths than 
Reading, even as Practice in any Art doth make one 
Wiſer and more Skiltul than Speculation ; yet every 
Holy Perſon muſt not pretend a Revelation of all par- 
ticulars, or to know the Mind of God in every thing : 
Wherefore we find St. Paul diſtinguiſhing warily what 
was his own Judgment, from what he had certainly 
from God. Madamoiſelle Bourignon might be Holy, 
and yet no Infallible Oracle. 

And there is yet far leſs reaſon upon this account 
to entitle her the peculiar Organ of the Holy Ghoſt, 
+ the Singular Spouſe of Chriſt, the Queen of Heaven, 


the 
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the Mother of the Faithful, and the like : For though 
Saints be dear unto God, and very precious in his 
ſight ; though he has prepared for them things which 
Eyes have not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entred 
znto the heart of Man; though they receive ſecret Fa- 
vours and Communications, which none knoweth 
neither can underſtand, fave he who receiveth them ; 
yet they themſelves ſhould keep ſtill the diſtance. of 
Creatures, and cloth themſelves with Humility, and 
acknowledge their Unworthineſs : And others when 
they honour them, ſhould beware of running into 
Excefs ; they ſhould not exalt them unto an Equality 
with God, nor yet unto Degrees which approach 
near to it ; for this 1s to Deity Creatures, which as 
it is fooliſh, ſo it is very provoking. Tis true, God 


| beſtoweth, in the Scripture, upon Saints great and 


glorious Epithets, which are moſt worthy of our 
Contemplation, becauſe they declare the Greatneſs 
of 'God's Love : but alſo we may perceive that the 
Saints were both aſhamed and afraid to receive them, 
from the ſence of their unworthineſs and infinite 
diſtance from God. Humility is the foundation of 
true and perfect Sanctity, and it teacheth neither to 
reject or deſpiſe the free Expreſſions of that great 
Love, with which God is pleasd to honour his Ser- 
vants, nor yet to claim. and enhance them by way 


of merit. For any to arrogate theſe Divine Honours 


as peculiarly belonging to them, 1s intolerable Pride; 
as it is high Preſumption and Infoſency for any to 
take upon them to give or appropriate theſe unto 
others, without {| ecial Command and Direction : For 
the giving of Honours is an Act of Soveraignty, and 
appertains to God, and not unto Men. The Saints 
in Scripture, ſhewed the greateſt Humility when God 
| ©. 3 magni- 


[ 28 ] 
magnified them moſt, and they uſed to ſpeak of one 
another with great Modeſty. The afteting of great 
Names and Titles proceeds from Pride and Vanity, 
and none but raſh, inconſiderate and unthinking Per- 

| « fons will beſtow them laviſhly. a 

| High Encomiams are the Effects of a ſtrong, fer- 

| vent, and intereſsd Paſſion, and not the Product of 

[| a ſolid Judgment. We ought, indeed, to praiſe fa- 

Eccluſ.44- mous Men, according to the Exhortation of the wiſe 

| 7 Son of Sirach, that others may be excited to imitate 

[ them ; but then our Praiſes ſhould be juſt and true, 

| modeſt and proper, ſuitable to the preſent Condition 
| of Mankind, which is frail and mortal, and liable to 
many weakneſſes. We ought to praiſe Men, but we 
ſhould alſo remember that they are Men, and not 
magnifie them above what they are, or make Gods 
of them. I do not know which is more Criminal 
or more to be cenſured, whether the detracting trom 
ones juſt Praiſe, or the giving extravagant and exceſ- 

five Commendations : perhaps more may be ſaid. a- 

gainſt this. It has many pernicious Conſequences, 

and does proceed from the ſame partial Spirit, which 
regards Humour and Intereſt , more than Truth or 

Juſtice : both are reproved and condemned in Scrip- 

ture, and the one as well as the other, 1s very un- 

becoming the Spirit of the Goſpel, which requires 
us not to reſt in the Admiration of the Perſons of 

Men, or of any Creature, but to carry our Thoughts. 

trom theſe up towards God, who alone is worthy to. 

| be admired and praiſed, and who is the Author of all, 

C the good that is in any. : 

[Þ Fhere ought,. indeed, to be a Cognizance of the 

| Divine Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, Mercy and Grace 

wiich are manifeſted in any, or towards any ; we. 
| ought 
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ought alſo to honour thoſe, whom God has honoured 
thus,. yet only ſo as to make them the Subject Mat- 
ter of praiſing and honouring God. But we make 
Idols of Men, when we either aſcribe to them Per- 
fetions which they never had, or fix upon. their 
perſonal Qualifications, and conſider their Virtues as 


_ theirs, without looking higher. This was a great 


part of Heatheniſm, and from hence ſprung that abo- 
minable Idolatry which the - World was fo full of: 
Immoderate Flattery of Mens Perſons, was the occa- 
ſion of it. To prevent which among Jews and Chri- 
ſtians, the infinite Wiſdom of God did and doth ſtill 
repreſent thoſe worthy Perſons he made uſe of, as 
Men, that is, as Perſons of the like Paſſions and In- 
firmities with other -Men : The meaneft of. the Pro- 
phets or Apoſtles were greater by far than the Gods 
whom the Gentiles worſhipp'd, and yet that Divine 
Honour might not be paid to them, that they might 
not be adored as Gods, as Originals of their own: 
Virtues and Qualifications, their Failings and Weak- 
neſſes are not concealed, but expoſed to the View ob 
all the World ; they ſhewed themſelves Earthen Veſ- 
ſels while they manifeſted the heavenly Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Power committed to them, rhat the 
Praiſe may be unto God, and not unto Men. God. 
is a Jealous God, and is not pleasd, when the Glory 
which is due to himſelf is given- either in whole or. 
in part to another : which may be done without of- 
fering Sacrifice, or burning Incenſe, or making Pray- 
ers; for this is. done by an exceſſive Admiration of 
any ones Perſon, by thinking of them above what: 
we ought to think, by afcribing to them much more 
than 1s..due, and expecting, from them that which: 
God only can be the Author of, Upon this account. 

we 
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we accuſe the Church of Rome of Idolatry towards 


the Virgin Mary, and other Saints, becauſe ſhe raiſeth 
and honoureth them above the Rank and Condition 
of Creatures : And yer neither the Virgin, nor any 
other prerended or real Saint is ſo much honoured by 
that Church, as Madamoilelle Antonia Bourignon 1s 
by. Monſieur de Cort, Monſieur Pozret, and their Fol- 
lowers. There have been Publiſhed. ſeveral Blaſphe- 
mous Encomiums of the Bleſſed Virgin, but they are 


_ all ſhort of that which has been ſaid- above of this 


Woman : and therefore 1 can be bold to fay, that the 
Bourignianiſts are at leaſt in this as much guilty of Ido- 


- latry as the Church of Rowe ; nor can they ever 


juſtifie themſelves , without proving that ſhe is no 
Creature, but a God or Goddeſs. Her SanQtity will 
not excuſe them , be ir never ſo great or unſpotted ; 
nor though it would , 1s her Sanctity fo- great as 


1s pretended. Which is the next thing I intend to 


ſhew. | 

It may look a little Invidious to go about to leſſen 
the Reputation of another , and I have always con- 
ſiderd them as ſordid Souls, like Swine, who take 
Pleaſure in raking up the Faults of others : But as in 
ſome. caſes there 1s rcaſon for it, ſo here it is neceſſary 
for curing the dangerous Deluſions of ſome, and for 
ſecuring others from the like Contagion. Truth muſt 
be always preferr'd to Perſons. 

It the fond Favorites of Madamotfelle Bourignon 


| had only repreſented her as a Devout Religious and 


Virtuous Woman, it might have paſſed ; if they had 
only proposd her as a good Pattern, how one may 
eſcape the Pollutions of the World, and be good 
and upright even ih a Corrupt Age, none could have 
found Fault with them, nor was there reafon for Stran- 

gers 


* 
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"gers to ſuſpect the Truth of what they fay. But 


they have betrayed themſelves by an Extravagant 
Tmmodeſty, and their Truth and Sincerity may be 
juſtly queſtioned now that they aſcribe to her. more 
than what is poſſible, if we look upon their Chara- 
er by the Light of the Scripture. For they make 
her Impeccable, at leaſt they fay, ( as was ſhewed 
above) that ſhe never actually tinned, no, not in 


Thought, and that ſhe derived no Guilt or Corrup- 


tion from Adam, which muſt. be Monſieur de Cort 
his meaning when he ſaid, thar 7t ſeemed Adam never 


finn'd in her, Whereas the Scripture faith that we are PE 51. s. 


born in Sin and conceived in Iniquity ; that zhere is * 
mo man, not the moſt juft and perfett, that doth good. 


and ſinneth not ; and that none are perfectly righteous 
in, the ſight of God, but all are guilty betore him. 
If Montieur de Cort and Monſieur Poiret their De- 


ſcription of Antonia Boxrigxon be true, ſhe did not as 


St. Paul (peaketh in the Name of the reſt of Mankind, 
carry about with her a Body of Sin and Death, ſhe 
had not a Law in her Members warring againſt the Law 
of her. Mind ; ſhe needed no High Priett, nor Sacri- 
fice for Sin, and the Blood of Chriſt would be ap- 
plied to her in vain, for the is clean without it. - If 
Madamoiſelle Bourignou was the Woman which they 
repreſent her, ſhe was indeed a very great Miracle, 
yea, the greateſt Wonder amongſt Mankind, for the 
was the Offspring of ſinful and unclean Parents, and 
yet clean her ſelf; ſhe was born of Fleſh, and yet 
no Fleſh, or without the Natural and Inherent Pro- 
perties of -Fleſh, and'fo ſhe or they give the lye, not 
only to Feb, who ſaid, Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean ? not one; but alfoto our Lord him- 
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ſelf, who faid poſitively, That which is born of the fleſh \5. 
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#s fleſh. But ſhall a De Cort or a Poiret, have more 
Credit than the Son of God? Should their words be 
received in Contradi&tion to the Scripture, which we 
know was given by Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt 2 
what Impudence 1s it in them to impoſe ſuch noto- 
Tious Falſhoods upon us 2 or how ſtrangely are they 
infatuated 1f they believe themſelves ? Both he that 
faith of himſelf, that he hath no Sin, and he that 

x Joh-1.3-faith that another is without Sin,' 7s deceived and 
the truth is nof in them, This one Inſtance, as well 
as many others which follow, doth ſufficiently prove 
that the Infallible Spirit of God has not guided the 
Pens of Monſieur de Cort, or Monſieur Pozret : and 
that though they pretend to be. the trueſt and moſt 
perfect Chriſtians, becauſe Followers of Bourignon ; 
yet it is much more probable that they belong to 
that Party, which the Apoſtle St. Jude deſcribes, 

Jude 36, Which he makes ſpots 7 the Chriſtian feaſts of Charity, 
whoſe mouth ſpeaketh great ſwelling words, having mens 

perſons in admiration becauſe of advantage. Antonia 
Bourignon, was either Mother or Midwife to ſome 
wild Metaphyſical Whimſies, and Extravagant No- 
tions, which Monſieur Pozret is paſlionately fond of, 
and therefore to make them be received by all for 
Divine Truths, ſhe muſt be exalted above the preſent 
State and Capacity of Humane Nature. Lord, how 
doth' paſſion Blind Men ! How do their Aﬀections 
tranſport them without all bounds of Senſe and Dit- 
cretion ? 
XVI. But it will perhaps be replied by the Poiretans 
| and Bourignianiſts, that there is' no reaſoning againſt 
Matter of Fa&t,that a thing may be true, though it be 
ſtrange and unaccountable ; that Madamoiſelle Bowrg- 


04 i$4n extraordinary Inftance,and an Exception from 
the 
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the General;State of Mankind. = And: therefore I-pro- 
eced-further tb ſhew;:Firſt;) That the things infſtan> 
ced by. them, which 'they:-inſift : moſt upon, and 


which! they-talk moſt of, :are not certain» Proofs of 


Sancuy.: | Stcoridly, That ſeveral - things-are-own'd; 
both ibyi her:ſef:and them';| which-ate very incons 
On with ſich;extraordinary Sanctity as is aſcribed 
(96:068: 1.1 2329509 0C! Ye {s pls fns 
Firſt, I fay;: that;the: things inftanced , are not 
certainty Proofs of-:Sandity;: By: certain Proofs I:d56 
not mean-ftrigt Demonſtratians; :fuch-as:the Science 
of Mathematicks requires and doth afford ; but ſuch 
good Moral. Aſſurances:as may be the Ground of a 
reaſonsble- Belief; and which may fatisfie that we are 
got deceived and impoſed: ypori. i The prefent caſe 
diflers very, much-; from that: of Lag «ar 'cenſus 
ring-the Lives; and; Actions of our fellow Chriſtians, 
who'pretend to-noflnog extraordinary ; 'there,a ſtrict 
Enquiry is not neceſſary.; there, Charity ſhould bear. 
the ſway ; and then we ought to-believe; and. hope 
the beſt; providing we do--not deſtroy: the Notions of 
Good and Evil,, nor_yet_recommend an evil. Action 
out of an.exceſs: of Charity :: But, here, where there 
are moxe than common Pretenſions, - where art extra: 
ordinary. SanCtity; 15 pretended:,: a» Sandtity:' worthy: 


to. be: obſerved. and; imitated 4 a- Sanity which) is 
thought: ſufficient to,make the Perſon worthy. to: be 
received; ag;a, Prophet, .as oneſent-from;God: to.'give 
great Light -and Inſtru@ion, bath by Dodrineand 
Example ; then every. prudent:Perſon ought; to/make 
a narrow Enquiry, and; to judge :warily ; then-we 


- 


ſhould ask, for. goog and ſyflicient Evidenee;and; with- 


Out, it, 'We have all reeſon to; ſuſpend -oux Belief, ;and 


to.deny our Ailent. - Now, I do zngeaudully; declare, 
F That 
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Can] | 
That: having confidered: ſeriouſly! both' what :zfhntov;h 
- Bowtiqnon: writes 'of her ſelf, and the Accounts which: 
ethers have given of her, '[ do not perceive any fin- 


gular or extraordinary Inſtance- of Sanctity,: beſides. 


aftected Solituade:and Retirement, rm and 
reſiſting -:all - Importunities: to Marriage, F ings, 
Watchings, Humiltations; - wearing of Sack-cloth, 
a contempt of the common Ornaments of her Sex; 
_ and fach like: Aufterities; ' as alſo great 'Raptures and 
Extaſies in'Prayer and Devotion: none of which are 
certain figns of true 'and folid' Piety; for ' as theſe 
things may, and do ſometimes proceed: from the 


righr Knowledge of God, a-fincere: Love-to him; 


and a ſerious ideration' of our own Nature, and 
the Nature of other things ; ſo they may be and oftert 
are only-the-Bfſects of 2 particular Temper and Con- 
ſtitution, as they may be, 'and often/have'been Taiin- 
terfeited by 'Perfors in the ga#2 of bitterneſs, tuit bonds 


-('Thele'things: Woe v HU ſhew;” which both ſur- 
prizes exthinking Beholders, - and 'alfo- deludes the 
Perſons themſelves ; but they-deferve. not tobe ad- 
mired or praiſed, except WWhen-they are tranſddtedt 
by:'Perfons of found and fotid Jadament;' whoſe ſence 
206 underſtanding: are under no! ſiſpieion (bores 
Sick; and when they are accompanied with # Spirtt 
of great Humility ' and Submiſſion towards 'God),” of 
Meekneſs and Charity towards others; ' when'there- is 


» fincere rdþctt{ lad to! aft God's Commainds, and 
fmrable Honour and Obedience paid unto Men. But 
when thek things are done by one that is continyally 
2quarreſſhog with Providence and the ſtate of Htr- 
mane Affairs; by one- that is vain, provid and cen: 
rus; full of 'brraſelf, and 'who has no eſteem for 


others . 
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others ; who obſerves 'no diſtance, ' neither pays any | 
reſpe& to other Mens outward Dignities or Moral | 
Endowments;*who' is above all Advice 'and Counfel'; | 
who pretendss Privilege from Obedience,and aRight | 
to'Commarid ; ther Flay th things are'to befulpe- | 
Red and flighted:deſervedly'; then we'may, without 
uncharitablerieſs, conclude that. they are-done out' of 
ſome ſiniſtrous Deſipn,' orthat they are the Efeas 
of 's:melancholy' Head; of erazy” Brain, 'of of ' foifie ( 
furly ;; peeviſy predominant'Hamour,: 7 11 170” 

How many” Inſtances my be given of the long << 7a 
Faſtings and" Watchings, ' of rigid and ſevere'aQs- of Treatiſe of 
Mortification performed both 'by -Hyportrites ariQ Enthy- 

Fools'2: How often ſave'both Madmen” arid - Wicked 95, a0 
teemed to be tranſportet trangelyin:/ the Exerciſes Religious | 
of - Devotion ?' therefore theſe things are not certain Melencivh: | 
Signs," nor - ſufficient . Ptoofs- of 'true- ſolid Sandtity : 


Which conſiſts in the ReQirude of the whole Man, it | 

a-ſincere Conformity of '6tir' inward' Thoughts and | | 

Sentiments,” and of our-ovtward Actions to the Will | 

of God, *'mamfeſted'to us 'by Reaſon and Revelation. | 

And therefore #Mo we have':no reafor to take them 

for Divinely inſpired, who iniſtake the Nature of San- 

ity, "who take fallible' Signs and uncertain Appea- 

rances for ſure Demonſtrations. | bs 
Antonia Bourignon 1s often repreſented as having as XVII. 

much Evidetice from Heaven as Jeſus Chriſt had. * ] 

think the Compariſon not only 'odious but 'impious; 

nor is there the leaſt ground to make it': yet we arc 

obliged to conſider it, for dete&ting and curing the 

ſtrange Delufions of: this Party."! Sire! ' Hits Sa actity 

was infiditely-more evident thatffiers; none that harh 

either-Eyes or Judgment, and ate-unbyaſs'd; can pre- 

tend' any trne or real . Reſemblance. His Sandtity 
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was conſtant; and did ſhine - with ſuch a, convincing 
Luſtre; - that.no place is left;for. doubting\1it; ; He-in- 
deed madems yam. vitenation . of -greqt ;Auſteritios 
he-.did not amule- People-by; ſevere” and, -unimimnble 
acts. of. Mortification; ; He wiſely avoided: theſe hims 
lf,' nor would he; enjoin -them to his ,Diſciples, ! bes 
cauſe. he-knew.-the ſuperſtitious humour of Manking; 
how: fond-they-, ate -of an, External Religion, how 
much" inclin'd. 0; be Bigot. for things of ad Indiffe. 
rent Nature, rather- than: to love. and eſteem :that 
which is really. Good, and, how- ready. to make a- 


" tonement. for the Sins of their Soul by the Exerciſes 
12 Sama Body-z;anditherefore he, would not;give;any 


ample which, might confirm ;their, Errors; ! and} en 


oF courage them -.in 'their Deluſions : - But, he gave In- 


ſtances of a true and perfect Sanftity, a Sanity 
which..cannot -be_ contradicted, :.a. Sanftity:; againit 
which go ſhadow. 'of Objection:ican be framed, either 
on the account of Deficiency:or Redundancy.-:-None 
but God can ſee the Heart-of Man, but the Heart may 


_ be known by the Actions, ;and that the: Heart of Jeſus 


wayRight, that 3t was. fullof the Love of God 'and 
wholly intent: upon the pleaſing, hingy- is: evident to 
2. Demonſtration, by - his cheartut'complyance with 
the Will of God in every thing, whether it was to 
do or ſuffer ;. He embraced all.. Opportunities of 


| ſhewing [Zeal for. God, and he. went; up. and down 


continually doing good unto, Men, - never: wearying 
in, either, whatever Difficulties,, Diſcouragements and 
Provocations he met with; He wanted no Virtue, 
and; exerted; every-one.jn, the molt periect manner, 
gether oyer-acing amy rang nor yer being defective 
in any thing ; His Lite was fo perfect, his Words.and 
Actions fo conform. to. Truth, fa well adjuſted ,to the 

| Occaſion, 
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Occaſion, to the Time ; Place, and other Circum- 
ſtances, that Divine and Infinite. Wiſdom is not more 
difeernible in-the Creation,Contrivance and/ Harmony 
of; the) Materiak-World, than in the Life and Adtions 
of: Jeſus-Gbriſt, and therefore we are ſure-that-both 
proceeded from one and-the ſame Almighty, moſt: 
Wiſe, and moſt: Holy. Spirit; for- as the: ſaviſible 
Things-of God, his Eternal Power and Godhead, are 
clearly ſeen by the one; ſo from! the other, it-is-de- 
monſtrable [that the fulneſs of the. Godhead. dwelt 
bodily-in - Jeſus Chriſt :. for ſo great an Effect could 
not be -produced:by any leſs Cauſe, nor could; ſuch - 
exact Sanctity,. ſuch ,perfet Holineſs,” /proceed from 
any:meer Mao... 'The-moſt (inſpired Prophet 'was In- 
tcriour-to-him;: and though this Holy Jeſus has had; 
and- I hope- ſtil; hath, ' many, ſincere Followers, yet 
never any: was, neither .can;any be.ſo perte, fo;holy 
as he was: for: his Holineſs:-will exceed: others; 1as 
much asthe:Works of Nature are: beyond thoſe of the 
moſt perfeA Art.. And there'is as much, nay'more 
foundation .for a Parallel between the Actionsof a Bed: 
lamite and the even Tract of a moſt wife and virtuous 
Man; than:for:a juſt-Compariſon-of the Sanctiry of 
Axtonia Bourigyon to that of-Jeſus, Chrift. His SanRity, 
like all the Works of God; will-be found the more. per- 
fe and; moreadmiratle;:the morenarrowly: it:is exa- 
mined, 3nd; confilered-;, wheneas 4he; Sanctity. of. Ma- 
datnoiſelle Bourignon and all other , Ceſpecially En- 
thaſiaſtical. or Conceited-Perfons) ſhews beſt at a 
diſtance':z for if we view therd near, they appear very 
defeRive,..and wanting. ſeveral; ſtroaks: to, give them 
a2:txue reſemblance to, Jeſus Chriſt, ; whois the; only 
Model and. Standard-of. periect ganRity,: whoſe-Lite 
ought -to be ſtudied. with, great, attention, ;both for 
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| etting right Notions of Saretiry; and alſo for Rer- 
F fraing the attainment of it. Others /are to be fol- 
q | lowed only fo: far as they arc Followersof' hit; "und: 
' we may affore our ſelves that nothing is aneſſentiat 
'* part-of Sanity,” or:a/neceffary Demonſtration of. it; 
but that which he practiſed : xm as the declared” al 
| the Counſel of -God concerning us, ſo he gave us an 
| Exampte' of every 'thing that's ey" goodio 'of 
[K necdllary . to Eternal Tie.) [20 
[ XIX. + Iwill:not tranſcribe here, / that which I have deli 
Serm. XV. yered elfewhere about Corporal Auſterities; 'nor will 
' F at preſent enter upon the Examination of Raptures, 
Exeilies an) Viſions,>whioh'ate given ab Tighs of fite 
extraordinary SanRity'of Antonin Bourigntn,; becauſe 
| I' may have hereafter a' more proper occation for this + 
C |; But before I paſs to another Head, I judge it may be 
q | of uſe,' to ſpeak more particularly :of Solitiide,'-and 
| a Total retreat from the World, whiclt is recomttiens 
# ded us a'' Special Act of Sanity ,” by the" 'Example 
and: Sentiments of Antonra 'Bourignon', and which 
others alſo, beſides her F ollowers, cem: to be- ns: 
if! | ingly takefn'with. - 
i | Whether the 'Preference ſhould be given t6 ri 
i Alteve, or toa-Contemplative Life, tias been much de- 


l bated [both by Heathens and Chriſtians, and alſo by | 
1 Ancients and Moderns:: And 1 muſt fay {that very | 
ſ1 feiy have offered a juft Decifion of the Mafter "for | 


the Advocates of erther fide; 'us perieralfy thoſe who 
manage Law Suits, 'have' endeavoured to ſhew Wir 
rather thans Truth, and the Judges have'paſſed Sen- + 
tence by: Indieationtor Intereſt, more than-from- = | 
ſerious Cotiſideration' of the Nature of the"Phit! 
Sarignine' Perſons have- favoured: the Adtive:- 

as: the Contemplative has been preferred by: tht 
that 


: 
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that are: Meſaricholy : Men have beth in love with 
Publick Employment, when things ſucceeded accor- 
ding to their Mind ; but when they went croſs, then 
they rurda'd peeviſh; | and only admired Solitude. 


Charkss the Fifth was ſenſible- of the dedlitiing of his 


Afﬀairs,” and did foreſee 3 change of his Fortune, be- 
fore he thought of changing an Imperial Crown and 
Palace with a Monaſtery, or of preferring the Plea- 
fares of Retirement to the Privilege of Supreme Atr- 
chority and Command. PA yo 20 * Sb 

" But ro corne'cloſe to the Point, 1 fay, nothing is. 
more differviceable to Religion , or more prefudictal 
to. Mens Peace and Cumfort, than the confitting Re- 
ligion to a life bf Solitude and Retirettienr. © The ap- 
proptiating the Name of bogs jr to Cloiſters ard 
Monaſteries, as the Chttrch of Rome hath done, ts. 
Unjuſt, it is Infolent and Scandalous , and 4s the 
Cxuſe'of much Miſchief.” It retidets ferious and well 
difpos'd Souls fad and melincholly- when they can: 
riot enter into that Stare, ' which is repreſented as'tte- 
ceffiry or highty expedient for their Perfection or 


Salyatton ; and (it. ; caring and' diſcourages otters 


from: the Pradice of Picty and: the ſerious obſerva 
tion of Reltgiotts Dnties, upon the-opinton that they 
are only. proper for ftich as are Cloiſter'd and retired 
ottt of the World. The Providence of God has inga- 
ged the generality of rhe-World'm 4n active Life, 
and made'it oe pos for them to retire from Trade 
and Bufinefs; ſhalf we therefore iy that by the Pro- 
vidence of God, it is impoſſible for the greateft part 
of Mankind to be Religions ? that all whoſe Neceſſity 
ard” Circnrhftances' involve hens into. Publick rt 

pyimede, of re airs of the Workl, ar6 exemprat 

m the Obligations 'of Religion and a good Con- 


{ſcience ? 


T4e 1) 


Fcience 2.: *Tistrue the.Soul.is better thanthe.Workd, 


and, ons, had better. fo wk this than, loſe ſe. that. : But 


who has. Authority to impoſe. harder Conditions than 


| Ne ; has done}. Does he require. that all. you be 


onks...or.'Hermits',,. that there , Fa tr ,00, el- 
lowſhip or; Society kept up, ..nor, done.; He 
as indeed Commanded not to love the World inor- 


dinately, not, to ſt, our Aﬀections upon, it, not to 


be. Covetous; nor. anxious about, the FRings S: of, this 
Life : but neither theſe, nor: any.. other | 

make Trade,; Commerce: or. negotiating, fi - Ae 
of the World. unlawful; nor do. they, imply that a 
Contemplative Life, , or Ton ret on FEE orld 
15 more Religiaus,; than ineſs:or Wor o 
ments. GH __ be ſeryed.. the one RAT RT 
the other ; and 2 Man of Buſincls. who manages his 


Aﬀairs with Diſcretion, by the. rules of Juſtice and 


Equity, . without Covetouſnels, Without, Jordid.,an 
ſiniſtrous; Dealing, keeping. 4 Conſc Mo, void: of, ; 
fence towards. God and Man, and. who, regar, 
other Life which is not ſeen, as well as, the preſenc 
which is ſeen ; I fay, This'Man is really as Devout 
and Religious © as any , Monk'or Hermit. or. retired 


Perſon. can, be... Enoch, Noah, braham, Lot, Hee: - 


kiah, and ſeveral others mentioned in Scri pture were 
ſuch , .and they are more worthy Examples, than 
any which can be produced from amongſt, either 
the Ancient or Modern, Aſceticks, ; Anchorets, or Cano- 
Lites. Nay ,.I fay further,, That the Antonies,and 
Tereſaes , the Brunoes and Catherines , the Founders 
69d Obſervers. of the , ſtricteſt Orders, are not only, 
hore, of, thoſe eminent, Examples which rhe Spirit. 
of. God, has thought,worthy, to.be pur, upon. Sacred 
Record; but UG that they have not exerted greater 
or 
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or more ſincere Piety, than many others who nego- 
tiated Buſineſs, and converſed freely in the World : 
Nor were:their voluntary Penances and Auſterities, 
\uch Ats and Inſtances of Humility, Patience, Self- 
denial, contempt of Honour and Eſteem, as the bear- 
ing the Inſults and Impertinencies, the Follies and In- 
diicretions, the Slights and! Afronts, which daily Con- 
verſation expoſes-one. to. - 26 ICS: | 
And here 1 cannot paſs over.a vulgar Error con- 
cerning the Clergy, which is, That they all ought 
to be Men of Study and Retirement. Indeed, they 
ought not to. undertake Imployments which are be- / 
low'the Dignity,-of their Character, nor ſhould they 
intangle themſelves ſo much” in Afﬀairs, or: engage 
in any ſuch Buſineſs.-as may take them off from the 
exerciſe of their FunQtion, or which may hinder them 
from purſuing the Ends of their Sacred - Calling: 

_And therefore by-the ancient Canons, it-was not law- JT: 5a: 
tul for'a Clergyman to be ſo much as a Tutor or-I11. Can. 
Guardian, or the Executor of any one's Will and Te- Con- Chat- 

ſtament, becauſe all theſe were. Incumbrances to the > 
Work of, the Miniſtry, | But'yet.it '15 a Miſtake to Juſt.r23. 
think that they ſhould never. be; feen out of their 
Cloſets, or only 'when they are to 'Preach or Read 
Prayers ; for their Buſineſs is not only to Preach, but _ 
to be an. gxample of the Believers, .in Word, .in -Con- es 4o 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity ; 
which they cannot be if they be. wholly abſtracted 
and retired from the World, for then they put their 
Candle under a Buſhel, which cannot give light to 
the Houſe, . As in the Pulpit they teach the. Neceflity 
of the Divine Laws, fo by their Practice they ſhould 
ſhew the poſlibility of them.: And he who can enter- 
tain Converfation innocently , walking by the —_w 
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which he Profeſſes, and the DoArine which he pub- 
lickly teaches ; who, as the occaſion requires it, can 
be Serious without Melancholy; or Cheartul without 
being Prophane ; who can hear himſelf praiſed /with- 
out Vanity, and accuſed without wrath, who-can 
accept good things when they are offered without 
Scruple or brutal Joy, and-yet never out of humour 
when they are wanting ; and who cart frame both his 
Diſcourſe and Actions, fo as to make them: ſairable 
to the times and' the preſent State of the Church; 
his own Circumſtances, and the Circumſtances of 
his Company , I ſay; che who can'-do allthis, -doth 
anſwer his Character, and doth proſecute; the ends of 
his Calling better than he who ſhats himſelf intirely 
up; and-his Converfation does more good, and does 
more protnote Piety' than the others Contemplation 
and Study. 13:72 I 91h Yo. end 90 #1; $0127] E0C'! 


> © - Bue ro Return:!'Truc'Religion and Piety-do agree 
with an 'Adtive Life as well as the'Contemplative'; 


and one who converſes daily in the World,' may be 
as devout and may -ferve God as faithfully as he who js 
' totally ſegueſtred From!it';\'therefore John Baptiſt did 
not adviſe the People; nor the Publicans, nor the'Sy[- 
diers: to abide with'him in the Wilderneſs, or to lay 
down their ſeveral Imployments, but only gave-them 
' Rules, haw they might follow them -with Integrity” 
and Uprightneſs towards. God and Man. If all Refi- 
gion conſiſted in Study and Contemplation ,*then 
every one who deſired to beReligious, ought to'ſeek 
out Solitude and a retired life ; but it is alſo the Will 
of God -that every one do that Buſineſs which: his 
Place arid ' Station, 'his Neceſlity-and Circumſtances, 
or the Duty which he owes unto others do require at 
| his hands; and as this cannot be negle&ted withour 

| Injuſtice, 
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Injuſtice,- fo he who humbly fabmits to it, and who 
patiently. and, chearfully: undergoes' the fatigue of it, 
cot out of- raſpe&t to worldly Gain. and Profit , but 
becauſe it is the Will of God, and what his wite Pro- 
vidence:;calls-him to, he doth give. as great a Teſti- 
many, of: his ilove to God, : as any who affects Soli- 
tude and Retirement : which deſerves tobe well con- 
ſidered , eſpecially by all religious Wives and Ser- 
vaits, that out of a pretext of Devotion, as has been 
tq9; oiten done, the ane:may not neglect the Service 
of (their; Maſters,-mor the: other the Affairs of their 
OT , and the Care of their Fdmily -and:Chul- 
. Further, as it. is evident that Religion: cannot be 
confined or annexed only to the ContemplativeLife,or 
a State of : Sequeſtration fromthe. Wortd;;- fo neither 
muſt, we think - this State:more perfect or' more eli- 
gSible than any other. PerfeCtion is attainable by the 
Active ag well as Contemplative Life;; and the choice 
of either is to be:juſtifted only by the prudent confide- 
ration of one's Natural Conſtitution;his-outward State 
and Circumſtances; for neither of theſe are agreeable to 
all, or proper: for all. Retirement may be very pru- 
dent and proper. for ſome in ſome Caſes, - and yet. nei- 
ther prudent; nor; commendable for others, . nor for 
the ſame Perſons: at other ' times; but'may be. con- 
{ſtructed deſervedly an inſtance of unmanly -Cowar- 
dice, and of a ſhameful deſertion of their, Poſt. So 
that in my judgment neither of theſe States is to be 
preferred to the :other.; nor do-they wiſely conſider 
them who preſume to determine abſolutely which is 
beſt, for the one or other is beſt according to one's 
perſona! State and. Circumſtances or his Publick In- 
gagements. And: I:.do allo think that he- 1s in the 
| G 2 happicſl 
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happieſt Condition who partakes of both States, whoſe ' 


life is neither wholly Contemplative, nor wholly 
Active ; but which is made up of both by the inter- 
mixture of Retirement and Buſineſs : For he that is 
wholly retired, lives only to himſelf, which makes 
him an idle Drone with: regard to others, -and he is a 
Drudge to the World who is: always imployed in 
Buſineſs, and who: neither has nor takes time: to re- 
freſh his Mind with the ſweet Pleafares of - Retire- 
ment. Solitude is : more Profitable for one's - ſelf, 
but Buſineſs and Converſation renders one more Uſe- 
ful to the World. In.the one we enjoy our ſelves 
beſt, but it is only by the other that we can do- any 
good, or - manifeſt the Vertues and Graces which 
God: hath beſtowed on us. By Solitude we acquire 
Knowledge, and. by being converſant in: the World 
we learn Experience : In Retirement we may more 
eaſily preſerve our Innocence, but without: Conver- 
fation and Buſineſs we cannot :exert Chriſtian Wiſ- 
dom and Courage:, and other neceſhry Vertues. 
Solitude and Retirement are a fafe Refuge for weak 
Conſtitutions ; but they who are ſtrong, ſhould ſhew 
themſelves upom-the-Theatre-of the World. A Reli- 
gious Retreat is as.neceſſary to the Spiritual, as-Reſt 
6s tothe Bodily Life ; for by it we renew our decayed 
Spirits, we recolle&t-our diſſipated Thoughts, and add 
ſtrength and vigour to: our wiſe Reſolutions, and 
pious. Purpoſes. It is. impoſſible that one can- a&t 
wiſely, who never thinks ſeriouſly ;_ or that he can 
think feriouſly and to purpoſe, . who 1s-always in the 
hurry of Aﬀairs.. Therefore certainly every. one who 
conſults. his own Good, and 1s in any wiſe Maſter of 
himfelf, will ſo- wiſely contrive - his buſineſs, and fo 
order his affairs,. that he may have. Hours.and Days, 


if. 
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if not Weeks and Months! for 'Meditation' and Con- 
templation: -That by*this/ means he may have an in- 
tercourſe and- acquaintance with Heaven; while he 
lives upon Earth ; that he may' be fortifted againſt all 
Encounters, -and be qualified for gaining that Victory 
over the' World; which 'wilÞ give him a right*to the 
Crown of Glory. Kg 0". HH 240 1502 

And1 am of the opinion, that frequent retreats are 
more adviſeable-to religious Perſons, than a conſtant 
or total ſequeſtration'from the World.” For'ſuchiisthe 
weakneſs of our Minds; while they are clogg'd with 
this groſs Fleſh, that they cannot hold out long, with- 
out wearying, in thoſe divine and ſpiritual Exerciſes; 
for which Solitude and Retireinent are to be deſired: 
If our ' Spirits-be too "much extended at 'once;- they 
wilt flag, and! will -becomeino'more capable —_— 
elevated unto degrees of Fervour, than a tired' an 
ſpetit Body is of quick and vigorous Motion. There- 
ore the Devotions -of+-Cloifter'd Perſons are-very- 
often dry and' infipid; -afid *they do frequently! per. 
form their Exerciſes'witt leſs'taſt and fatisfaction than 
Men-in-the World. If there-be not care taken to-pre- 
ſerve thoſe devout and ſublime Thonghts which ſoar 
above material Things, and a ſfublunary World, they 
will etther-quite evaporate, or'they will condenſe into 
airy Notions, or fantaſtical Conceits ;- whence 'it+ is 
that Dreams and Viſions, -and ſuch like Extravagan- 
cies, do happen unto Perſons altogether or-very muctr 
abſtracted from-the World, more than unto- others. 
Religious Retirements are liable to be abuſed, and are 
ſometimes attended with dangerous Conſequences, . 
as well as Converſation and Buſineſs ; nor- have Per- 
fons who are entangled in the Afﬀairs of the World 
more need of: Monitors, than thoſe who-haveſſeque- 
fired themſelves, of wiſe Directors. All. 
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.All;I ſhall: add more. uponrthis hy is, bs as 
the, Church of Rove hath, erred grod 7 ining 
Religion. 1o,much;to:Mpnaftries and YT ers; fo.1t 
ie a rear] blemuſh in-pur Reformation, 20 demoliſh 
thele, Aa entirely, which as, they, oughtto-have 
reſpec ed from. the gbuſes; that hag\/rrept inte 
them hey might have been kept up; to. the ad: 
vantage of Religion, -and to the; benefit of. bath;the 
Publick, and particular Perſons :-They are very. pro- 
fmable;i4fi the; ſnare2of Vows, and. the deluſion of a 
gr Sanity -igthem: be removed, :. - 1+ 
-c| This-Digreſſion, ,about. the-.nature;of, Solitade, ond 
2, 'Contemplative Life, is not- alcogether; from our 
poſe ;. which is tq-fbew the, Miſtakes of .Hnthu- 
rail Perſons, who..commonly. ere Exgallively, fond 
-bis; ate, and tor a(xibe: - MQre ! 1 it 401d ir well 
deſerves... - 
..Byt now to recurn ho Madamojfite a. 
As the chief Inſtances. alledged.gre-not-certrin;Pregds 


of her, SanRity;; 1p there be {everal things, whichſhe 


her {elf confelles , and- which ;they;who! write: her 
Life do acknowledge, which do not:yery well agree 
with wn ——_— Sandtity that '1s aſcribed 
to; her.' | F | 2 7 my 9 
firſt, We are told, That wand the Eightceath” Var 
of her-Age, the run into a.vain, light, and idle/Con- 
verſation, and followed the Pleaſures, Recreations and 
Divertiſements of the World, ,by which ;the. deft ber 
Ganvarſation with God, as the Author, of the, Preface 
to, the Engliſh Reader ſaith i which, in my:judgment; 
is 2 fat Contradidtion to what he faid ſome few lines 
before, viz. That from her Childhood, ſhe had inward 
Converſation with God. It is; indeed, no ſtrange thing 
to-ſeeQhildren and Youth caken with Vanities, [wm 
4 thoſe 


| % 4 


thoſe of riper years do too much follow them: nor 

would, there be reaſon to upbraid it here, if Ma- 

Jamoifelle Foirignon and her Diſciples did not pretend 

that 'fhie: was 'Sanctified from the Womb, 'and,boaft 

that at tfiree'or” four years of age ſhe was _— 

Inſpired, and that even fo early ſhe began to expreſs 

a ſenſe of Divine; Thing s above NG all the Doors Le vie 

of the Chureh”; ible of," They wilt Nd Ye _ 

wick le es le KOI that h ved nfabt BLEK © f 

ſenſible of Chriſfiah Perfettion, and lk much ſhort 

of it thoſe about her were: when the could Hardly 

bi fp out, a 'word,. it is pretended.” that "ſhe 'aSked fe- . 
ome tþ Shaker, there Were" any Chriſtians, or Fot- 

loveks of ſus, and where ef We: 7 "Now? iPAI 

this'be nba, ind if theſe things had proceedetf To 

the Spirir of God,” to give carly notice to the We 

thit He:had: anole Fer ito be a Prophetets; * - ple: 

chre fiis Will; TI fay, fo, t..is'n10 Ts likely 

God wanld have left Her To foon'to her Tetf br | Hg 


e | 
Soul have wp her' tobe corrupted, whom: He. had 


pinted! to ji he:: Sane, wo 
I 


re 
Ro who ere ear ras 
For mp fig St TAR ents of 4' R LETT | 
God's People they et turned "afide* to a'wicked, 
Tail, or login, orion all their Life was: te 
Fred Fi they ord, and Fin reſt very 
Beto £N ples of "ſevere Piety i! But this'New 
= t of the World ſuffered an ecliple* for fkthe years; 
cough, as is pretended, 'it began to ſhine very carly.. 
The ear impreſſions of.'Piety wht Fo Iytoxia' = TG 
Higwoy 1.18 Aid. 0 have tad, , wee et] "ol 
ded? ? and ſhe who! Wa at os Nero 'of 


age, coniptaining of other Chriſtians, did Her" felf, 
when 


p_ 
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when grown up; follow their vain Example. Which 


15 not agreeable to the Methods of the Divine Oeco- 


nomy, heretofore, - if God. had raiſed up this. Woman, 
and called her out to ſo. great and. high things as She 
and her Followers alledge.... It .is.{a1d.of our Bleſſed 
| Lord, that as he grew in Statpre, ſo he did grow in 
\. Wiſdom, -and Favour both with God and Man : And 
> if Gol had deſgped Midamjell Berne 6 Gcood 
. $9 your to. Man 10d, to. figiſh the Work, which was 
only, begun .by the other;; it. i not. at all to be be- 
lieved that he would have given place to a Spirit of 
Folly. and Vanity,. or that he, would have ſuffered her 
to caqninit ack, things as were afſaſive 10, himielf; 
and : contrary .to his own Purpoſes; that. is, which 
were ſo far from reclaming Men from their Sins, that 


- 


her carly. Seriquſne('and Retirement ; ;for upon. 


, % : 


her extraordinary.Grace too weak to feliſt it > Could 
one ſo Div inired, find qut no other means of 


-f 


was her motiye and temptation, or however ſhe may 
be;excuſed, ſhe confelles that ſhe was far engaged into 
Ta Perdle the: Vanities of the, World, and. the love of them : 


O 


e may, beljeye her ſelf, ſhe was ambitious of Honour, 
, 8-4 8 the Pleaſures and: Divertiſements of Senſe 
d. Riches, becauſe they. did. procure, them : Jhe _ 
*T - 6 R pl Pp! ea- 
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pleaſure in the company of Toung Men, admitted their 74Vie Ex- 
Courtſhip and Addreſſes, and was well pleaſed when they " 
commended her Wit, and eſpecially when they praiſed her 
for being Handſom and Agreeable, 'becauſe ſhe had been 
called always Ugly, by her Mother. Thus it appears, 
that Pride and Ambition, Senſuality. and Covetouſ- 
neſs prevailed with this Maid : and where theſe pre- 
vail, the Spirit of God does not much reſide. . It. is 
faid, indeed, That God did often vifit her even in this 
ſtate ; . That he did not ceaſe, now and then; to> awaken 77 9, 
her, even in the midſt of her Devertiſements ; but:Com- We pho M 
pany, and theſe Amuſements, ſtill got the aſcendant : 
that is, in plain terms, ſhe all :this time reſiſted'the 
Spirit of God, and walked contrary to the: Dictates 
of her Conſcience : Yidet meliora probatque, deteriora 
ſequitur. Which is not compatible with a ſtate of 
extraordinary Grace and SanCtity. I would not exag- 
gerate. this ſo much, if I was not: provoked by the 
{trange Impudence and Deluſion of thoſe, who: will 
have us to receive. this Woman, as more thani Hu- 
mane, as without Sin, as equal to Jeſus Chriſt, who 
never yielded to the ſtrong Temptations of the Devil, 
whereas ſhe was carried away by the. weak Perſua- 
ſions of Men. | | 3 307 -1 | 

Again, As there appeared no extraordinary Sandtity 
in Antonia Bourignon before ſhe arrived to the age of 
Eighteen ; ſo even after this, which 3s pretended to: 
be the time of her Converſion, ſhe did:not determine 
the great and important ſtate of her Life, by Mo- 
tives and Principles of Religion. It is the End, which 
{ſanCtifies our Actions ; and Perſons truly Devout and 
Holy, make God the End of all that they do.: : They 
who reſpect only or chiefly their own Eaſe, Pleaſure 
or Profit, are not to be reckon'd very holy, or. above 

H the 


[ $0 ] 


* -" the common rate of Mankind, whatever ſtate of Life 
' . they betake themſelves to : For the height of one's 
Sanity is not to be taken from their Outward Qua- 


s « \>+ Py 
Af a1 
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- .,-- averſion. to\'Fronble and Vexation, his Retirement 


kry. and Behaviour, but: from the Inward Prineiples = 


which move them. Hethat is fober onhy or mainly 
for faving of his Money, or: on the account of bo- 
dily Health, doth.indeed wiſely ; but his Temperance 
is no more'anact of Religion, than another's eating 
and drmking :out of Pleafure.. He that recires from 
the. World; becauſe:he loves his Eafe, and* lng! an 


is not Religious,. nor -is. he himfelf to be efteerr 
more holy: than another who: follows worldly Em- 


Now if Madamoifelle Borrignon had been” fo ex- 


traordinary: holy as is pretended, if ſhe had been In- 
fpired from Above. m- every thing, the would have 
conſidered God,. and nor her: ſelf; ſhe: would: lave 
conſulted that: which was: beft foro his Services and 
not: her own; Humour and Convemency : ' But ſhe re- 
foly'd upon. a Celibate State, only becauſe ſhe would 
gor: be. crofs'd.and uneaſie ; becauſe ſhe hated the 
Reftraints:zn& 'Froubles 'of Martrage ,/ though rhey 
be both the Occaſions and Proofs of great Virtue, 
which was no'great Inſtance of any peculiar Sandtity. 
She did” not” cliufe a Virgins State, that fhe mipht 
enly care for the things of the Lord, as the Apoſtle 
fpeaks, and not:be incumbred in-the doing” that; 'by 
the Obligations of pegs Husband too :' But the 
preferred: this State to Marriage, only becauſe ſhe 
had no-great or good opinion of the Husbands, who 


were offered to her, and becauſe ſhe was' afraid: that 


they mighe be all kke her Fatlier, who was ſometimes 
rovgh., furty and- il-naturd towards her Mother. 


'This 
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This is the Account which the gives her elf.” And £2FeEv. 
he who continues her Life, according to his uſual SO_- 
Cuſtom, doth enlarge upon this Paſſage ,--and m- 
proves it to.a great Act of Picty, not without 4 Re- 
fledtion'upon the reſt of' her Sex. ' When; .* faith he, £2 Vie 
* the perceived'her Father rough and unkind to her jp." * 
* Mother, notwithſtanding the Care and Pains which 
* were taken to pleaſe lim, ſhe retired and - prayed, 
* That God might never ſuffer her to Marry." A Prayer 
* very unlike to that of St. Auguſtine before his Con- 
« verſion, which was, Lord grve-me' the gift of Cha- 
« ſtity, but mot yet ; fearing to be too ſoon healed of 
* the 'damnable and tranſient Charay of the 'Fleſh. 
* And yet - (faith he) more will favour the Prayer'6f 
* St. Auguſtine;than comply with the Prayer of Mada- 
* moiſelle Boyrignon, which was ſo acceptable to God, 
© that he granted to her the full Intent of it, - - - ©: 
L leave it to the-fair Sex, to make 'what 'Refent+ 
ments they pleaſe upon this Author's" plaity Infinus- 
tion, tliat all 'of them” have ſtrong Indlinations-to 
Marriage, that they do heartily wiſh for an Oppor- 
tunity, and are guilty of groſe Diſlimulation; -when 
they preterid the contrary': But whether thisSetrue 
or not, and whatever Opinion'this Man may have of-' © 
Women upon' this account, 1 do fay, that thok who 
embrace Marriage, may do it' upon more Religious 
 Motives and Principles than this 7aol Miftreſ5' ot His 
did refuſe-it, who did fo, betauſe ſheandetvalued'all 
the ſaw, 'and could find none of 'Merit ehough 'to 
deſerve her. Antonia Bourignon , like the reft who 
pretend to more than-ordinary Sence and Spitit, vas 
nice and dyfhcultly pleis'd, Critical: and: Cenſorious, 
apt to be/ diſvuſted at'the lexft blemiſh, os 
Virtues 1t might be compenfated'with; 'She, as others 
H 2 | who 
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- who have a high conceit' of themſelves, aim'd at 
- ſomething above what is common, ſhe would have 
had a more perfe& Creature than Nature uſes to pro- 
duce, 'and a Husband with all Kinds and Degrees-of 


: Happineſs, which the. preſent Qeconomy of the World ' 


will not allow : And 'twas a wonder that ſhe had 
not the common Fate of that Proud Gang, which 
is to take up with one at Fifty or Sixty, Inferiour 
to-any of thoſe. whom they ſlighted at Twenty and 
Fhir ry . E 2 ' 

'Thirdly , Antonia Bourignon, by the Account we 
have of her, ſeems to have been of a very obſtinate 
wiltul Temper, neither reſpe&ful of thoſe who were 
Elder, -nor tractable or obedient to thoſe, to whom 
God and Nature had ſubjected her : which is fo far 
from being conſiſtent with true Sanity, that it is a 
ſhrewd gn that it is wanting. For where this Grace 
is given in any good meaſure, it correds the rugged- 
nels of our' natural Conſtitution; it makes them who 
are naturally Stubborn, pliant and adviſable; It fills 
them with Reſpe& and Eſteem towards others, and 
eſpecially, it renders them Obedient to Parents. So 
it- is. faid of him,, who was a true Inſtance of moſt 

wke 2.51.-perfect Sanity, That he went down to Nazareth, and 
was ſubjeft unto his Parents. But as for Madamoiſclle 
Bourignon, this wonderful Holy Maid, ſhe was croſs 
and refractory , ſhe would not obey her Parents'in 
thoſe. things, in which they had a right to command, 
and, purſued, her own will, not only contrary to their 
Inclinations, but alſo againſt rheir expreſs Commands. 
I could; give-ſeveral- Inſtances, but one may ſerve, 
which was her. Importunity to' be admitted into the 
Cloiſter of the Diſcalceated. or Bare footed Carmelites, 
even after her Father had moſt paſſionately declared 
againſt 
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againſt it, ſaying, That he would; rather ſee her Dead, Ws Paro 

or a Clinick and Bed-rid all her life-time, than.a Nun ,, "pn 5 

of any Order whatſoever. And notwithſtanding that, Z«VieZxr. 

he charged her ſtrictly to reſort no more ro the ** 

Houſes of theſe Nuns, 7hreatning to break her Legs if 

ſhe did ; yet ſhe often went, and ſpoke to one Fa- 

ther Lawrence, who was Prior, to receive her with- 

out her Father's conſent; and when that would nor 

do, ſhe ſtole away privately from her Father's Houle, 

dreſs'd up like a Hermit ,. as' ſhall be. related here- 

after. | | 

Perhaps the Defendants of this Woman will fay, 

That this cannot be reckoned any Inſtance of Diſ- 

reſpe&t or Diſobedience to her Parents ; becauſe ſhe 

did it not only. from a Religious, Principle, that in 

that condition ſhe might ſerve God better, but alſo 

by a particular Inſpiration, which ought not to have 

been reſiſted ;; for 7t is. better to obey God than Man. 

But what ! Is Religion inconſiſtent with it ſelf 2 doth 

it teach a Contempt-of Parents! a breach of the firſt 

Command with Promiſe 2 Can a Violation of the 

Natural Right of Parents, be compenſated by a Nuns 

Hood and Habit ? - Is it not the expreſs Law of God, 

that the Vows. of. a Daughter ſhall not bind, unleſs 

ratified by her Father 2: "Tis true,. God has a-:Sove- 

raign Authority over his own Laws, and{ all Perſons; 

Father and Mother muſt be forſaken and hated, when 

he requires it : But how does it/ appear. that he gave 

ſuch a Command to this, Maid 2- She ſays it, indeed, 

but is that ſufficient to believe it ? have we not ſeen 

Bedlamites pretend the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 

for moſt- ridiculous things 2 muſt every whimſical 

.Conceit of a diſturbd Head, of an uneafie and un- 

ſctled Mind be thought to come: from God? When 
God. 


Yours ©.) 1222 
* God pives'extraordinary Commandepſpecially which 
ſeen to diſpenſe - with'any of his former, he gives 
them with a convincing Evidence, and at the fame 
_ © ttmehe indines' the Heart of ſuch as'have Powerand 
Authority over" thoſe who receive particular-Com. 
mands and Commiſſions, that they may) either for- 
ward the Execution, or give no hindrance to it. Thus 
when God commanded AMofes to go to Zgypr, the 
Heart of 'Fethro his Farheriin- aw, was moved 'to.let 
him go in Peace, with his Wife and *Children:: And 
though God hardened Pharoah's Heart for a time, that 
he might have occaſion to exert his Soveraign Autho- 
rity, to ſhew his Almighty-Power; and to demon- 
ſtrate! to all the 'World, thathe was 'theonly true 
God; 'yet-the People of  Z/rad! "Were abt to)move'a 
foot towards their%ommanded Journey;- untithe was 
willing to let them go. Nor is : there fo 'nyuch as 
one Inſtance tn alt the Scripture, 'of 2 'Wite, or: Child; 
or Servant , or Subject ;' their 'being' commanded to 
do anything of an IndifferentNature, which is - not | 
abſolutely and neceſſarily good, without any repard | 
to the Conſent and Approbation 'of Husband, - Parent, 
Maſter, and King.” ' If the Caſc had been about-turn- 
ing Chriſtian, Madamoiſells Byurignon ought to have 
done it without « particular Revelation, whether her 
Father would or not ; 'but 'twas not lawful for her, 
either to -Marry, ' or to devote her felf to a'Calibate 
Life, againſt his Will or without his Conſent: "There- 
_ fore her obſtinacy-to be 2 Carmelite Num, 'was incon- | 
\ - Niſtent with true Sanctity, was not of God, but only 
>a wilful humour from a ſuddain inconſiderate Whim ; 
- Which ſtruck her fanciful Noddle ar that time. Tf it 
had been of God, the Revelation would have'been 
made plain to her Father, or by ſome ſecret Sugge- 
10ns 
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ftions he would have beert inclin'd to favour it. - And 
it was evident afterwards, that either ſhe did not re- 
rd this pretended Revelation, or that 'twas not of 
God; fo? the did 'not- purſue (ir, when? Father: and 
Mother were Dead ; when ſhe was at her owndiſpd- 
fl,” ſhe neither engag'd her felf into that Order, or 
any other, but hated and abhorred: all. - ' Sho indeed 
went and ſtayed! ſome tire at More, with the Nas 
of Notre Daine there; buethey foorr wearied: of her 
and the of cher, Butts goon 2 34: 
I will give you 4 Fourth Inftince, which all tet 
byaſfd Perſons muſt acknowledge, very unſuitable to 
one/of Extraordinary Saridtity ; tay, which does not 
wellagree with common meafures ot Grace and good 
Nature, becauſe it proceeded from an inordinare love 
of the World, and could not be managed without 
great diſreſpe& to her' Father. And this is her faing £4 Parele 
hee Father at the Law, to divide his Goods with her, 0,2 
when he-Married a Second time, Yo es 
 Monfienr Bourignon , -upon' his firſt Wife's death; 
employed! ſome Prieſts arid! others who were' moſt 
tikely to prevail,thet they might perſwade his Dauch- 
ter 4t017a to'abide with him; 'and-to take thecharge 
of His Houſe arid Fatmily; which fhe did witty ſforne 
difficulty, for her Mind was wholly upon' Soliraite 
and Retirement from worldly Buſineſs: though her 
Father's Neceſſity 4nd Command! ſhewed that it was 
the Will of God that ſhe' ſhould: at that-time' lead an 
Adtive Life, and the Revelation ought to have: been 
very Evident, which could: excuſe the not aſſiſting 
her Father when He- wanted it fo much ; and there- 
tore it was told her, thateven Vows were diſpenſable 
in this-Caſe.' © She ſays that ſhe'managd the Afﬀairs 
of her Father's Family very well, and alſo did take 
time 


[55 ] 


tune for {nteriour Retreats; but her Father was not 
ſo pleaſed with her Management, as-not to think of 


taking. home a Wite, which he at; laſt did ; com- 


manding; bis Daughter t0-deliver-up to her the whole 
Charge of his Houle. ':4##0nia continued ;with: her 


Father four Months longer, but without great Satis- 


faction either to' her ſelf, or to-her -Father - and his 
new - Wife, As theſe - Relations ſeldom agree well 
together, bur are.often| picking Quaerrels and finding 
Fault one with another; ſo-it: was here's Madamoi- 
elle: eſteemed her Motber-im-Law-aFool,: and had her 
in the utmoſt Contempt ,- which the other did not 


| bear patiently , nor could the Father well ſuffer. it. 


He was obliged to take his -Wife's part, and -not to 
countenance his Daughter, .which made her very un- 


. eaſie; and at laſt to reſolve upon leaving the Houſe, 


which Monſieur Bourignon would neither encourage, 


' Nor yet hinder.; but he flatly refuſed her . Money, 
which did very much Pique her. And while ſhe was 


in this diſcontented humour, he who: was Husband 
to her deceas'd Siſter, perſwaded her to commence a 
Law Suit againſt her Father. He himſelf was a Coun- 
ſellor at Law,: and no doubt for his own Profit, en- 
courag'd this. Proceſs, hoping to wheedle the ſimple 
Maid out of: all; or a great part of what the Law 
might give her; but both he and ſhe was pppained 
at this time, for Monſieur Bourignon did caſt them : 
And, indeed, : whatever Singularities were in the pre- 
ſent caſe; which might give litigious Perſons a foun- 
dation for a Proceſs, it ſeems very unreaſonable to ob- 
lige a Father to beſtow a Portion on a Daughter before 
ſhe be Married, or has any particular occaſion for it, 
eſpecially when he is willing to keep and maintain 
her at home, if ſhe will prove Dutiful. do 

| ut 
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-;Brtſuppoſe, Monſteur- Bowrignon had: beehrobliged 
in Juſtice to have granted to his Daughter'a Portzon 
at this tune ;. yet 1t was not becoming true Piety and 
Sandtity:to go to Law with him, - The uſing private 
Methods, and the Intreaties of: Friends to bring him! 
to rights, was allowable; but the going to Law was 
hardly juſtifiable, becauſe it both increas'd his 'Di- 
pleaſure and Wrath at her, and alfo expoſed him as 
an Unreaſonable, 'Unjuſt, and Undutitul Father, who 
regarded neither. the:good. of - his Child, nor the me- 
mory of his former: Wife. - Law Suits are ſometimes 
unavoidable, and it may be lawful for the moſt 'De- 
vout Chriſttan ſometimes-toigo to. Law, bur gene- 
rally Law Suits2re Scandalous, .and are very unfuita- 
ble to that Piety and: PerteRion-which Chriſtians pro- 
fels and ſhould aimat. They ſhew that there is little 
Juſtice, little Charity, little good - Nature, and too 
much of Inordinate:Aﬀection- for the things of this 
Life, either in the. Plaintiff'or - Defendant, and:tov 
commonly in both- ' As4 Wile Man will part freely 
with ſome of his Intereſt, to redeem himſelf from 
the Vexation and Slaviſh Dependance which are In- 
ſeparable 'from Law Suits ; . So a..Gond and Pious 
Man will, without the compulſion-of Law, dormore 
than that which he is obliged to in ſtrict Juſtice. It 
does not favour of great :Piety, when one is either 
very. tenacious to keep all they have in Poſſeſſion, or 
very rigid to exact of others every thing they may: 


claim. Now therefore, faith'the Apoſtle, there is ut- i Cor.s. - 


zerly a fault among you, becauſe ye go:to Law one with 
another : why do ye not rather take wrong 2 why do ye not 
rather ſuffer your ſelves to be bites 2: If it 15 unbe> 
coming Chriſtians to. go:to Law, | except in extraordi-: 
nary and unavoidable Caſes; if they ought to'take In- 
Fg I JuUr1Cs 


[58 ] 
juries and ſuffer Wrong;rathter thando'\it, how: dothithe 
Extraordinary. SanCtity' of Antonia Bourrgnow appear, 
who went to Law' with her own Father; when ſhe had 
neither Eaw:nor Reaſon on. her fide. © She: that would: 
have had others live upto the-Letter of the Chriſtian 
Law, why did the not fo-her'lelf: here ? £1C 
. Though ſhe gives an account of this Law Suit with 
her Father, yet- he who a and continued her 
Life,takes noi notice.of this Paſtage,ſo that it ſeems he 
knew not how to/jaſtifie it. Bythe gives dn account 
of another Law Suit” after . her / Father's Death , for 
recovering a Share of his Fortune from her Mother- 
in-Law; which was juſtiflableenough, if ſhe had not 
pretended to ſo: much-Self-denial ,"to* an- entire ab- 
ſiragtedneſs. from the” World,” and''ts bet fent to re- 
claim-others' from their Worldly-mindednefs, and to 
Eſtabliſh a moſt Spiritual Kingdom upon Earth. The 
1aVie aforeſaid Author was ſenſible of this'Objeftion, and” 
Cont. £.12+ cherefore . he.. obviates it, and-according ' to'his Im- 
pious and Blaſphemous Cuſtom, he aſcribes it to God : 
And ſays, That he engaged her in this Suit, and told 
her, that it was for his Divine Glory, and that ſhe 
would have occaſion” for" the * Goods © ſhe 'obtained., He 
alſo runs out-in the Enumeration: of' the good Deeds 
done by: Madamoiſele, to ſhew how 'happy "twas'for 
others that the was Rich : and he might have in- 
ſtanc'd one more, if. the Story be true which goes 
of Monſieur Pozret, - who is: faid'to-be the Authotiof 
this Life, viz. That ſhe left him a very good Legacy, 
But may not any thing be juſtified after this manner > 
Did not Fudas varniſh his Covetouſneſs with - a ſhew 
of Charity » Compaſſion to the Poor was pretended, 
but the real cauſe why he complain'd of the waſt of 
Ointment, was the keeping of the Bag: | How w_ 
| oO 
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{ 539 1 
do excuſe: their Covetouſneſs; and ſordid Drudgery 
after the Things of 'this'Life; by the Commands of 
being Diligent' in thoir /Bufineſs,, of providing fot 
ther-Family 3: But what ſignifie Words when:Actions 
dethre the :contrary-2;'Attions: are 'true» Indications 
of the inward Femper,: and 'it' doth-ſufficiently aps 
pear by theſe Particulars, That:though Antonia talked 
often of a 'Contemipt of' the World; yer like other 
pretended [Saints, her Mitid Ivok&d very: much'r6- 
wards it.” ''! TO ns Dae o07173od el tht 27 
 Whiet/is further imade'out by her: becoming Heir 
to ' Monſieur DP Corti, to :the' great diſturbance of 


[bid. c. 22. 


Di#tionaire 


her own Quiet, and to! the Prejudice. of others: x2. 
This Man was f6' devoted:te-tthis Worhan;; that'he coy 
thought nothing'good bus that which ſhe! approved; {$1;1.. 


and therefore-cerfainty. he would not have made over 
his Eſtate to her, without her Advice and Direction, 
eſpecially ſeeing they lived in one Houfe\ togerher. 
Therefore alſo we" tay'-very jufthy Tonelide, that 
this Saitthad ai litrls eincure<of ' Covetomhels, -ſee- 
ins the defired Goods which the had no' manner of 
Right to , which ſhe did-riot need; 'havingienough 
befides',- arid) which - ſhe: could not ?peſieſs: without 
defreuding-the [Relazions and 'Kinsfolle -of Du. Curr, 
Hot without” a confiderable- divetſion-to that (great 
Deſign, upon which {he:pretended ithat ſhe- was ſent 


to the World, viz, The ' renewing the Church, and-* 
the bringing! Men to true! !Perfe@tion. For! this! in- Wid- 


volved her #9>great Trouble!) raiſed hermany Ene- 
mies, and was'the occafion of 'very hor Perſeeutions: 
all which :ſhe- would - have avoided, if: ſhe hdd''nor 
mMminded- che things of the- World! as much or more 


than the thitgs- of: God; "Noo ;; fair Si Pain); 2 Tims 2. 


this 


that ' warretls, entangleth bimſelf with: the' affairs of © 
| 1.3 


[ 69 } 
this life, that he may phaſe him who hath: choſen bim-to 
be a ſoldier. If ſhe was called to build the Houſe of 
God, how came ſhe to. ſtudy ſo much the encreaſe 
and bettering of an/Earthly Fortune, .eſpecially:to. the 
wronging . of others ?--: Are Riches: neceſſary :to the 
erecting of a-Spiritual;Houſe ? Is not. this-ſuſpiciqus ? 
Was this graſping at-all ſhe could get, a proper me- 
thod to convert.Men' from the. love of the World 2 
Was: this: like; St. Pax,. who / would not uſe his own 
Right, that his DoQrine and Miniſtry might not; be 
fſpeted:2 How:can: they.compare this Woman to 
Feſus Chrift > How can:they raiſe her Sanity to an 
. exactneſs with His, when the endeavoured to; be as 


+: > rich-as: poſſible.? - whereas) :He,'both-;to ſhew-.and 
© ** teach-a-trueicontempt- of the World;;:did chuſe to be 


Poorer than the foxes, :or the fowls of the air ; for the 
one have neſts, and the other have boles, but he had 


£ 


xa;ptace: where ta lay his: bead 2 


- -: But this 4s-not: the only, diſagreement which 4s: be- 
rwixt Madamoiſcelle Bourzgnen and Jeſus. Chriſt ; ſo 
that ſhe cannot be reckoned. either truly or. perfeRly 

holy,-1f-he beithe Standard:. For, 4 
-. Fifthly, As4t could /be-proved by a thouſand; Paſ- 
fages,:ſhe: was exceatlingly vain,: and uſed always to 
magnifie'ber.ſelf; ſhe: delpiſed: others, and; could not 
believe well of any body ;- nay, :ſhe' -would- not” ad- 
Fi that there was-ſo much as, any. ſincere Chriſtian 
in the World ; . the-flighted; the Sacraments, and all 
holy Ordinances, as fas' below her,-contrary to the 
practice ofJeſus Chriſt, who.though he;needed them 
as little'as any, ,yet he ſubmitted ro them, and care- 
tully obſerved:them, out of reſpect to the Divine In- 
- - ſtitution; to; give good Example unto others, and. to 
teach Humility. te: the moſt Pertec., She withdeeyr 
| rom 
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C 51 J 
from the'Publick Worſhip, and did forſake the Aſſem- 
blies of all ſorts of Chriſtians, contrary to the expreſs 
Precept'of the Apoſtle, Heb. x. 25. Theſe, and ſe- 
yeral other Particulars will fully appear hereafter ; 
and both theſe and the former Inſtances, in my judg- 
ment, are incompatible with ſuch great and extraor- 


_ dinary Sanctity as 1s aſcribed to Antonia Bourignon ; 


they do not appear to me ſmall Beauty-ſpots, but like 
ugly Scabs-and Ulcers, which quite disfigure the Face 
of's Saint. $2219] : oF 

-'Thus the firſt Pillar which prop'd up the high 
Character formerly given to Antonia Bourignon is re- 
moved, and I judge the reſt may be taken away with 


- 


as litele difficulty. 


* : A Second thirip pretended for exalting'Madamoiſelle 


Bourtgnox above all Mankind, is, her knowledge of 
Secret Thoughts, and of- things done at a diſtance. 
And if *twas true, ſhe-muſt indeed 'be acknowledged 


' to be ſomewhat more than Humane : For both Reaſon 


and Scripture give it'as a peculiar Property of God, 
to know: the Heart of Man, and their Thoughts afar 
off ;'4nd' this'is one of the Proofs of the Divinity of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that/he was Ke2Szyrws3; : that 
he: needed not! that any ſhould .tell- him what. was 
in Man, becauſe he: knew it before-hand. : But how 
doth it appear that 'this Woman did penetrate, fo 
much into the Hearts of Men, 'that ſhe could know 
what was tranſacted: there, without communication, 
and without external/appearances'? for otherwiſe it 
was'no ſtrange thing. We have only ſome-general 
Aſſertions of Monſieur 4 Cort for it, and not any In- 


ſtance which may convince us. - And by ſeveral In- 


ftances it doth. appear, that he was one veryceafily 
impoſed upon : He was poſleſled with a high Opt 


non 
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nion of this Woman ; he verily believed that ſhe-was 
Inſpired; and therefore was fully diſpoſed'to magnifie 
every thing which ſhe ſaid or did, as her Vanity wag 
ready enough to feed this extravagant Fancy.. [Pre- 
poſieſfion has a ſtrange: akcendant upon'Mens Belief; 
Fhus the Vulgar, who follow Mountebanks, Aftro- 
logers and Fortune-tellers, make one another believe 
wonderful Inſtances of the Skill of theſe Perſons; inthe 
difcovery of Secrets; when all the while, 'the clun; 
ning Men only told them the things which:they hag 
tearn'd from themſelves, by their finiple ard unywary 
Anfwers, and the -i1nconſ{iderate Words 'which had 
dropt from them. i buf] big 90111 

The Knowledge of Things at a diftance;: though it 
be rare and ungecountable,. yet it-is not;$9-miraCulous 


as the knowledge of Mens Thoughts, nor.doth- it 


prove. the Perfont- Inſpired. . - It 1s certain, that ſome 
Perſons, in the High-lands of Scotdavd particularly, 
have that which is called the Secaud. Sight, -by-which; 


fometunes, they have: imparted- to-then;thaſe things 


which are tranfacted! in ſome Uiſtant-place; or which 
are:to- fall out ſhortly : And it is alſo certain,-by. un- 
doubted Teſtimonies. both: from credible! Hiſtories, 
and liying Witneſſes, | that an Account:of Battels has 
been given the very day and hour in which they ave 
been: tought, at ſome 'hundred-and thouſand miles di- 
ſtance. | could give Inftances of both: theſe in. our 
own time, if I had atowance. to! publiſh them, from 
the Perſons whoſe Names I ſhould: be obliged to uſe, 

'--->Wherefore, as there 1s no.-Evidence:; or ſufficient 
Proof, that Antonza Bourignon knew the ſecret Thoughts 
of Mens Hearts ; fo, ſuppoſing that ſhe did ſometimes 
declare the things done in places remote from her, yer 
this:is not a good foundation for fo ſublime and di- 


vine . 


— 


ns a nl 


C63. 
 Vihe's Character as ſhe hath amonegſther Diſciples ; 
becauſe this has been, and is till done by ſome or 
other, who can lay 'no claim to any extraordinary 
Merit, or particular Communication with God. How 
this ſhould come to paſs, Twill not adventure to ex: 
plain ; for T reckon it among theArcana Dei & Nature, . 
which Philoſophy it ſelf cannot reach, except it be 
faid that it is by the means of Spirits, whoſe Motion 
and Knowledge do much exceed ours, whoare wrapt - - 
up in the thick and heavy Vehicle of the Flefh. 0 

A Third Pretence for Elevating Antonia Bourignon y;X5p. 
ſo high, is, her being able to forete/! things to come ; 
which (ſays Monſieur du Cort) ſhe did not by way of tight of 
Suppofition, nor did ſhe relate them as if ſhe had dream'd - ON Id, 
them: So he would have us to believe that ſhe fore- 45 
told future things plainly and poſitively as they were 
to happen, and as they did come to paſs. And this, 
indeed, is fo far above all the Knowledge which can 
be acquired by Natural means, that it muſt be con- 
feſs?d, thar they who 'can' do this, muſt have'fome- 
thing more than common Nature beſtows. © The 
Wiſeſt, by either Reaſon or Obſervation, can only 
gueſs at that which ſhall be, and'they'both maybe, 
and often are miſtaken in their moſt reaſonable Con- 
jeQures. Events, and Future Accidents, are not to be 
ſeen, by the beſt Teleſcopes, in the Stars and Pla- 
nets, though Aſtrologers have long pretended to it - 
but the vanity of their 'Science- has been {often ex- 
pofed, and; there' can be produced-manifold Inſtances 
of the fooliſh and miſerable: Delufions of thoſe who 
have truſted to it. | | | 

Some think the Fore-knowledge of all: things im- 
poſfible, and therefore they deny, even'to'God him- 
felf, the Preſcience of ſuch things as depend upon the 

arbitrary @ | 
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arbitrary. Will 7and, Pleaſure -of Free Agents,: ameng 
whom Monſieur Poiret makes one': But this is a rob» 
bing:God of an Eſſential Attribute, which Reaſon and 
Scnpture:give unto him, and. of which-he has given 

- many; wonderful and convincing Maniftellations.': God 
mee gi certainly knows every thing which is to fall out in 

Namre&c, the World ; nothing can happen-contrary to his Will, 

4 tian or beyond his Knowledge and Expectation, : if I may 

part, 2, be allowed. to ſpeak-ſo + for as. he cannot, be.reliſted, 

pP-121. ſo neither js he liable to be ſurpriſed, This is incom- 
prehenſible, but it" is true; and they who think o- 
therwiſe, have no' true Notion, but mean and un- 
. ſuitable Thoughts of the Infinite Being. - And-as God 
. certainly. hath the fore-knowledge .of all things.,. ſo 
unleſs . they be revealed, ſome way or.:other, no 
Man can know before-hand theſe things which de- 
pend not upon Natural Cauſes, neither are the Ef. 
tes of that- Order that is eſtabliſhed in Nature, as 
Ecliples of the Sun and Moon, the Conjunction of 
the Planets, and the like, which thoſe who are skilful 
in Aſtronomy can calculate tor ſome thouſands - of 
years to. come. | 
.'Sure-'and undoubted Prophecies, as well. as true 
Miracles, are certainly from God ; they both bear 
their own Teſtimony, and are a ſufficient Teſtimony 
to Perſons and Things which are agreeable to the 
Nature of God, and which do not contradict his ex- 
preſs and poſitive Will. . St. Peter preferreth the con- 
viction , of Prophecy to that of Senſe : We have ot. 
(faith he) followed cunningly deviſed fables, when we 
made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
Teſas Chriſt, but were eye-witneſſes of his majeſly : And 
we .have alſo -a-more ſure word of. prophecy, whereunto ye 
do well that ye take heed, 2 Pet.1. 16,19. But though 
all 
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all Miracles and Propheciesare Super-natural; yet nei- 
ther Perſons nor DoQtrines are to be received as from 
Heaven, upon ſingle Inſtances of either Miracles or 
Prophecies, eſpecially if the Conſequence be unworthy 
of God, and contrary - to -other certain "and unque- 
{tionable Declarations of his Will. For God himſelf. 
hath forwarned us, Deuz. xiii. x. that he may ſome- 
times permit Falſe Prophets, for a tryal to his People, 
who:may'do Wonders, and give Signs which come 
to paſs; and he there'not only forbids to hearken'to 
ſuch, but alſo he ordains the putting fuch'Falſe Pro- 
phets to death, notwithſtanding of their Wonders and 


Signs. So likewiſe it is faid, That there ſhall ariſe Mat. xxiv. 
falſe Chriſts, and falſe.” prophets, ' and | ſhall. ſhew. great ** . .. 


figns' and wonders, inſomuch that: (if at were poſſible ) 
they ſhall deceive the very eleft,' $6.47 

Wherefore, even ſuppoſing: that Autonza Bourignon 
has uttered ſome Prophecies, and foretold ſomethings 
which came to paſs; ſhe: may deſerve to be rejected, 
inſtead of. paying . her Divine 'Honour, 'as ſome do: 
Bur how much more deſervedly is ſhe to be abhorred, 
if ſhe has uttered Lyes, and ſpoken falſly in the Name 


of the Lord ! When a- prophet ſpeateth. in the name of. Peut.xviii, 


the: Lord, if the' thing follow not, nor come-to paſs, that. '** 


 #s the thing which the Lord. hath not ſpoken; but the pro-, 


phet hath ſpoken it preſumptuouſly ; thou ſhalt not be afraid © 
of him. Now thisWoman has told things very plain- 
ly-and poſitively, which 'have not yet come to pals s 


* as,''That the Laſt Judgment: was near at+hand, whers - 


the had cher Conferences with Montieur- du Corr; 


That within Three 'Years it would begirt :* Believe Light of 
the Wogidy| 
. | | | wage” Conf, 2. 
in the Lafs Times ; and. the-Fudgment» is. ſo-#tear, that parc iy 


before Three Tears, T7 believe that you thill fee ther efedls P. 17. 


me, Sir ,, There is nothing ware true ; ie. aftaallyilive 
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Za Vie of #. - Theſe Conferences were written' in | the 
na Year 1664, though . they were held long before ; fo 
that it is almoſt Forty Years ſince, and yet there is 
no/more appearance of the near approach of” that 
Terrible Day, than there was ſome: hundred of years 
before ſhe was born. So that here is a notorious 
Falſhhood, beſides a great Preſumption, to take upon 
her to declare that which Jeſus ( whom we have all 
reaſon to believe) ſays the very Angels in Heaven do 
not know, nor any fave the Father, and which ſhall 
come upon Men ike a thief in the night. 
| In like manner, ſhe put Monſieur da Cort in hopes 
Light ofthe of ſeeing. Chriſt aEtually in the Clouds : And as for 
_ | her ſelf, ſhe did ' not doubt it, but expected it very, 
p.144 Jhortly ; and yetiboth he and ſhe are dead, without 
that deſirable Sight. Could ſhe therefore ſpeak theſe 
things by Divine Inſpiration 2 Doth it not appear 
that ſhe was a Deceiver of others, and alſo deceived 
her ſelf > Indeed, ſhe was ſo much deceived, that ſhe 
would not believe that ſhe wasa dying, notwithſtand- 
ing of her Age and Sickneſs ; and when it came to 
the extremity, that ſhe ſee perceived Death inevitable, 
,-1idoa ſhe ſaid, That it was not the Will of God, that ſhe ſhould 
P> io. die then; for ſhe had not done that for which ſhe was 
« ſent, nor that which fhe ſhould have done and written. 
Thus there did not appear in this Woman the true 
Signs of the Spirit of God, but ſtrong Deluſions to- 
the very laſt ; and they muſt be ſtrangely deluded 
| and infatuated, who can believe this Woman Divinely 
Inſpired, when they themſelves do write and publiſh 
her groſs Deceptions and Miſtakes. 
AXII. A Fourth Reafon which perfwades the Diſcipleſs of 
 , £intenia Bourignon to have her in ſo high efteem, is, 
Her fublime and' wonderful. Knowledge of DivineMy- 
n ſteries,. 


Ge Ee Ve 


| Cod | 

Nteries, with an Uniformity and Agreement of Sen- 
timents both with her Self and Scripture. It muſt 
indeed be acknowledged, that this Woman does ſpeak 
and write more plainly and -intelligibly than any of 
the Myſtick Set; and is ſomewhat more upon the 
Moral than others of that Gang, who feed too much 
upon curious Speculations : nor is ſhe behind any in 
her attempts to penetrate into. all the Myſterzes of: 
Nature and Religion, and is as poſitive as any Philo- 
ſopher can be : which inconſiderate Perſons take for 
plain Evidence. Her Spirit was not common, and 
ſhe often takes high flights ; but they are flights for 
which her Fancy is to be admired, rather than her 
Judgment. She, indeed, ſoars above Dull, Sober, 
Thinking Souls, who cannot riſe higher than Reaſon 
and Meditation will permit ; the laſt of which, they 
fay, ſhe was never cloggd with, and the firſt very 
ſeldom. T do not deny'that her Notions are fublime ; 
and if that be a good reaſon for giving to her extra- 
ordinary Honour,we ought alſo to honour no leſsmany 
2 Bedlamite, whoſe Notians are and have been as much 
ſurprizing. But who will not preferr Common Senſe, 
and a Sound Head, to the moſt ſublime Conceits, if 
they either proceed from, or be attended with Mad- 
neſs Truth is of more value than Sublimity, and 
Uſeful Knowledge is to be ſtudied rather than Cu- 
rious. Many are preſumptuous to thruſt themſelves 
within the Veil whither they are forbidden ; they 
ſearch farther into Secrets and Myſteries than they 
are allowed, and they obtrude upon the World Re- 
lations which are not plain and evident ; and for 
that very cauſe they | ought not to be admitted, 
nor received with credit, whatever fublimity be in 
them. *, DO IKE 3 UOTE 
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As to the conſiſtency of her' Notions; and their 
agreement with Scripture ; if this was true, 'twould 


prove ſomething : But it is ſo far from being true, 


that I dare venture my Reputation, - to prove that the 


Notions of Antonia Bourigypn do neither hang well 
- omg nor are-they conſonant to the Scriptures: : 
Which, with God's aſſiſtance, ſhall appear to the fa- 


- tisfaction 'of all-unbyaſs'd Perions, in, the following 


XXIV. 


+ 


_ 


Narratives, when: come to examine her particular 
Tenets-and Opinions. '.''- - | - Bn | | 
A Fifth Inducement to; the receiving Antonia Bou- 
rignon as one Divinely Inſpired, 1s, The Super-natural 
means by which' ſhe came to. the Knowledge of all 
things, .v7z. without reading, without conſulting 
Men ' or: Bboks,;-and' even: without Meditation. Her 
Knowledge, as they ſay, was not acquired like 0- 
ther Mens, by the fatigue of Reading and, Study, or 
the. trouble of: Thmking,. but -all was, immediately 


inſpired into her. ;And-; indeed -it - muſt; be owned, 


that ſhe conſulted Men and Books very little, for ſhe 
had both in great contempt; nay, the Sacred Scrip- 


tures themſelves were not: confidered-by her, for ſhe 
threw them aſide, as unworthy of her ſtudy, ſaying, 


+ That ſhe could eaſily write ſuch Books her ſelf. And,yet 


after all,- there is no great reaſon to flouriſh ſo much 
in the.commendation of her Knowledge, and ſublime 
Thoughts ; for unleſs they be folid and true; 'tis not 
much matter. how ſhe came:;by them ; and beſides, 
they were ſuggeſted by her Converſation with others, 
by the Sermons which ſhe heard, by Conferences 
with - Contellors, Prieſts, and learned Men. They 
had; ſaid ſomething,” if they had. made her to be born 
and. bred yp in an Iſland by her (elf, like ABN. 7OX&- 
DAN, whole Hiſtory Dr. Pocock tranſlates from. the 


Arabick ; 
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Arabick; and as'it is fabled of him too, if immediate- 
ly, upon her firſt coming forth, without inſtruction, 
or the leaſt ſuggeſtion from any, ſhe had been able to 
ſpeak upon all, Points,, both common and extraordi- 
nary. - .It was viſible that,the Apoſtles were Inſpired, 
when without Education, : without being acquainted 
with Letters, when after ſo many years drudgery in 
their particular Trades, . they were capable to ſpeak all 
Languages, to reaſon with Prieſts, :Scribes and Philo- 
ſophers about the higheſt Points of Religion, .to. ins 
ſtruc the fulfilling of dark Prophecies, and tounfold 


the hardeſt. Texts of Scripture. But” what wonder is | 


it, that one of. Spirit, .and quick Imagination, ive 
to ..Contemplation. and -Retirement,. ſhould , fk -O 
thipgs that were the common. ſubject of thoſe ſhe con- 
verſed with, eſpecially when ſhe miſles- the . Mark 
as often as ſhe hits it, and runs her ſelf and others into 
anole Ros: t--1 oct - 4 on Ty 
_ This Accqunt they give of Antonia Bouriguon-; and 
the-magnifying-her ſo. much for-it; brings to my re- 
membrance two mean Perſons, -one oft. them lived 
within the firſt Pariſh, that. I ,had under my charge, 
the other borderd upon,.it. . This laſt could read, and 
was: a contemplative. Perſon.z he did not much value 
the World, and follow'd no Trade, except ſometimes 
to teach the Children of'his Neighbours to read ; he 
had not the opportunity of Books,..and yet.:he ſtu- 
died . the high, Points, of, Predeſtination , Election, 
Free-will, and its, conſrſtency with Divinc:Preſcience 
and Providence, of the ſtate of departcd Souls, and 
the manner of their Reſurreftion,; and.I have often 
been ſurprized with his Notions... .The Metaphyſical 
Head of Monſieur.: Pojrez would have.. been .much 
delighted with. him ; and if _ he had known' him, 
he 
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he | had certainly 'conpled-" him” with Abrouia  Bou- 


rignon. | 
The other was a common Weaver by his Trade, 

and followed it, who could” neither-.read nor write, 

but he had 'a Head capable- of Knowledge, 'and did 

acQually know both the Hiſtorical and Dodtrinal part 

of Scripture, and-did point out the particular Chap- 
ter and. Vere whereany Paſſage was,” as well 'as thoſe 

Who £ould read 5 he conld/pive fore Account ef the 

Primitive Chufth; the Doctrine, ' Diſcipline, Hereſies 

and Councils of the firſt Centuries, and underſtood 

pretty well the modern Controverſies with the Church 

F Rome, Quakers, Anabaptiſts ; and others, and all 
this merely by his terefil-atrentioh to'Sermons, - ahd 
by getting fome or'other'to tead 'to him fach Books 
as he could find, while he was at work for himſelf 
and Family : but which was beſt in this Man, he was 
not vain, nor ſelf-conceited ; he did not deſpiſe the 

Publick Orditagces, "nor. ſet hiimfelf up- above the 

Teaching of his lawful Paſtors. None was more 

- ready to receiveInftrudtion-; and I have ſeveral times 

employed him to teach and prepareſome of his Neigh- 

botrs, | eſpecially 'the Servants and Youth, for their 

Publick Examinations, that they might be capable'to 

receive the Sacrament. 5% 

. The laſt Reaſon given for having Madamoiſelle Boa- 
rignon in fo high eſteem, is, The' Appearance of a 
2 Comet when the was born, when the, firft began 'to 

- write, and-at her death. This T think hardly worth 

the conſidering, for 'twill have bur little weight with 

Pegſons of Senſe and Judgment. For though I am 

tr from flightivg the Signs, Wonders, and Extraor- 

tinary Appearances which God ' is ſometimes pleafed 
to give in thoſe Regions above ; yet the Interences 
| are 


PEP 


are not 'much to be regarded, which fanciful and cun- 
ning Men draw from them, to amuſe unthinking 
People, and to- diſpoſe them to favour their Humour, 
Intereſt and Paſſions. Eclipſes were ſometimes as for- 
midable as Comets ;: and though: Comets he not. yet 
fo well underſtood,becauſe they appear ſeldom ; never- 
theleſs ſome Skilful Aſtronomers have calculated their 
Motions,and reduced them to ſome. Syſtem, which like 
that of other Planets, may be improv'd by after Obſer- 
vations. Comets indeed are Prodigies ; that is,they are 
prodigious and: ſtupendous Inſtances of God's Power, 
of the Valtneſs-of the Creation, and Extent of the 
Univerſe; But how can they be ſaid to point: out 
particular Perſons and: Places ?. when, like the: Sun, 
they are ſeen/ every where. : Kadamoz/elle: muſt ; be 
equal td Jeſus Chriſt : in every thing, and becauſe 
there was a Star which direted the Wiſe Men of 
the- Eaſt to his. very. Door, therefore ſhe muſt have 
a Comet ; .and T-wonder.:that he did -not - give- this 
Reaſon, why: her ſign was more viſible than his; be- 
cauſe ſhe was to be the greater and more Publick. 
Bleſſing; no doubt the next Edition of her Life will 
have'it. . But the Fool: ſhould have remember'd that 
'rwas [not for the Credit of his Adorable Miſtriſs, . to 
mention a Comet, or te apply- it to her; becaule all 
the Superſtitious Obſervers of Comets, have look'd 
upon them as Preſages of the Divine Wrath .and Very 
geance : If therefore theſe Comets were given for a 
ſign to Antonia Bourignon, they ſignifie that ſhe js the | 
Scourge of God, a heavy Judgmeat to-alwho follow 
her. Which Interpretation is more juſt 'and reaſonable. 
than the -other ; for there'cannot be a greater. Judg- 
ment; than to be given up to Lyes and {irong Delu-- 
ſions, which is the Judgment threatned to-thoſe who 

© 
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' do not believe the Truth, but have Pleafure 'in: Un 
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righteouſneſs, that rhey may be Damned: '' ; - 
Thus I have conſidered and examined the Reaſons 
pretended for the ihigh Character | of Madamoxſelle 
Bourignon, and have thewed: the. weakneſs of them; 
and?it ' the Reafons: be not ſufficient to perſwade-us, 
the Authority of De Cort; Poiret, and others, who 
have publiſh'd her/Hiſtory:will be fonnd : yet of leſs 
avail; for it "is: evident to 'gltwhorrend :themi, that 
they rake but: little:heed/to what they: tay > Paſſion 
and Fancy do 'inſpire them-more: than-Truth, and 
they write not. like faithfuDC Hiſtorians, :buf.'like Ro- 
mancers, like Flatterers, and:thoſe who .are brib.d to 
make” Panegyricks,' who”ſtudy-Hyperboles; andithe 
Att/of 'magnifying'ievery thing. \ "They are far from 
the Integrity and Candour of the HolyApoltles:and 
Evangelifts, who propoſe things plainly without any 
Aﬀectation of Language, they write the Naked Truth; 
and deſpiſe *the 'Artificial: Dreſs of Words, : which/in 
the Judgment "of all Wife Men,:doth' deface, rather 
than beautifie ; they ſet the Matter ſimply beforeus, 
and leave the Readers to draw the Conſequence, which 
isidone' like-Men »who' neither. are decaved, .nor in- 
tend to deceive. ''Whereas'the other diſguiſe Matters, 
being afraid'to thew' them -as: they are; they: ftudy 
the enticing words of Man's Wiſdom , and in the 
multitude of their words, they loſe themſelves: and 
the Truth too, -and> deceive::others with :an empty 
found. JTHESS ONTO VEGT - pwn, egAak. Of rr 
I will give'one or two Inſtances, and-let any judge 
whether 1 have not Reaſon on my ſide. The Firi(t 
fhall be concerning that Paſſage of Madameiſelle, when 
but four Years old; which is very: much inſiſted upon, 
viz; That'then ſhe: ask'd for the Country of: Chriſtians, 


an 
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aud often-defired to be carried thither. 1 do confeſs, £4 Vie 
that if at that Age ſhe underſtood what ſhe faid, © ® 
*rwas remarkable ; 'twas much for a'Child to be ſfen- = 
ſible of the contrariety betwixt Chriſtians and the 
Rebgion whuch they profeſs; though nothing is more 

Ipable, -and that'one may, - even in Chriſtendom it 
telt, : ask for a Chriſtian, as well as the Philoſopher 
at. Athens did look for a Man at Noon-day , that is, 
one who acted wiſely and reafonably. But yet even 
this is not Matter of much Admiration, when it is 
remembred that common Children do often drop 
Sayings worthy of the wiſeſt, without being ſenſible 
of the: Importance of their own words. This might See Light 
have. been' occaſion'd by the Pious Diſcourſes of her 9, **: 
Father and others about her,when they read the New part. 
Teſtament, which Monſieur Bourigzon caus'd to be put p. 7- 
into the hands of his Children, notwithſtanding that 
he was in the Communion of the Roman Church. 
However, the Author of her Life ſhews only his own 
vain Humour, when he ſpends almoſt a whole Ehap- 
ter upon it, and magnifies this above all that was 
ever ſaid or written. .* All. Do&ors and Teachers, bid. p.rs, 
* yea, all the World ought to be ſilent, and to hearken 7 
* to the Liſping of this Infant; and for my part, 1 
* love better to hear and meditate on theſe four words, 
© (where is the Country of Chriſtians) than to turn over 
* all the Volumes of all the Learned ' of the World. 
« Millions of Millions 'of Sermons are not- to be 
* compared to. them from which - more Light , 
* more Inſtruction, more Saving Knowledge, more 
* Rules for the Conduct of Lic, may be drawn, 
* than from all the moſt reaſonable Opinions and 
* Speculations, ' which often do- not import much; 
* and which have not more certainty than oy Dos 
* Ckrine 
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Wovenx * trine of the probable Opinions of the mew Saviours 
Saveurs de ; 
ta Terre. of the World. =: 
Again, The Account of her Chaſtity, which is ſet 
down in the Second Article of this Narrativeis @ high 
ſtretch beyond Truth and the common ſence of Man- 
kind; for however free Madamoiſe/le might be of 
carnal Inclinations after her ſerzous Converſion to 
God, yet it is hardly credible that all the while ſhe 
followed a vain Converſation, ſhe never had oze 
Thought unbecoming the nptatr's of the pureſt Virgiz 
State ; eſpecially when ſhe confeſſes that ſhe delighted 
much in Mens Company. It the Opinion of ſome 
be received, that none are pure Virgins but ſuch as 
do not know the diſtintion'of Sexes; Madamoiſe/c 
cannot pals for one, for the had as much Philoſophy, 
I will not ſay Experience, as to know that, nay, and 
the uſe of theſe Diſtin@ions too ; for ſometimes ſhe 
talks pretty ſenſibly of the Pleafure of Conception 
and Propagation, that Sin only hinders Women from 
having as much Pleaſure in the Birth, as now- they 
have in the Conceiving, and that in the other World 
. this Pleaſure ſhall not be light and ſhort as at preſent, 
24 Fie- but laſting and perpetual. Antonia was not altoge- : 
*33%: ther free of Suſpition, but I will not-accuſe her; yet 
if ſhe was not guilty of actual Defilements, there 
is one Paſſage which gives occaſion to ſuſpe&t her 
Imagination. Take her own account of tt, which 
is thus: * One Sanday aſter Dinner, being ina pro- 41 
* found retreat, it was ſaid to me, Why does thou no? 
* defire Children? 1 anſwered, Children, Lord ? give 
* meChildren. Inſtantly the Paſtor (which I ſuppoſe 
* was Monſteur de Cort ) was _—_ imprinted in 
* my Fancy, as if he had caſt himſelf, into. my Em- 
braces. I was ſurprized and faid, Men, Lord, theſe 
arc 


La Parole 
ade Dieu, 


Crs]. 
Care Men 2 .;It was anſwered, Yes, they arce- Men. 


- © Upon which, I thought, 1 conceived five comely 


* Perfons; i:Þ;; CG... Ly Da io > 1 

But whatever may. be pleaded for Madamoiſelle her 
ſelf; Monſieur ;Poires,,. or whoever: it was: that con- 
tinued her Life, ſtrain'd a Figure above all Truth, and 
raisd his Hyperbole to a perfe&t Falſhood, when he 
faid, That fhe ſent forth ſuch . an Odour of Continence, as 
mare others forget the Pleaſures of the feſh: For oth 
he' and ſhe give an Account how that ſhe was ſeveral 
times aſlaulted, firſt at Blatton, when the fled fron 
her Father's Houſe, diſguiſed as a Hermite, where ſhe 


was taken up, by fome Soldiers, as a ſuſpeRed Perſon, £« Parole, 
and where. the Officer that. commanded/them kepr © P's 
her all night in a.Chamber with himſelf, continually 16. p. 64, 


importuning her to lie with him. Again, In her Soli- 


tude at the Church of St. Andrew, near Lifke, a Ne- ht. 772 


phew. of the: Paſtor: of that -Church made attemprs '* 
upon her. | And laſtly, The famous Monſieur Sawzex, 
whom at firſt ſhe took for a great Saint, purſued her 
ſo much, that ſhe was forced to ask the aſſiſtance of 
others, to be delivered from him; | -' - | 
Now what regard-is to be-paid:to theſe Men, who 
do ſo little conſtder what they write, who contradit 
themſelves while the Pen-is intheir Hand, and are fo 
impudent as to require a Belief, contrary to their 
own very Relations... I know..no: excuſe for this, but 
that which Monſieur Poiret gives on another occaſion, 
in his Preface to his" Treatife: of 'the ,Oeconomy Divine ; 
with which, I ſuppoſe, very few will be ſatisfied : 
* © Att Divertity is not Comrariety;-often; GContra- 
* dictions are. only in Appearance, and, in the Spirit 
© of the Reagers :. but .to deal , ingenuoufly,. I deſire 
*the Reader*not to give hinfgf rhe trouble, more 


© than 
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vey” can 
- out of: the. .waytof Trois" and' it's: bk: wr he 


; if ib who-contradiets: himelf;-ash6-has often done,” does 


his: Bvidurwe,. A6rethe: Evidehice of: Monkeurll C Core; 
(whoomre the Hedds:ofizhe: Boarighihtiſ6\Fiktion)-axe 
ſuffigient: for- teceiming: timonia; Bourignd tas "ſent: of 
God, arid Divinely Infpired'; :hechllptolvanhs ſame 
Monſitut/Pobgt recommends Perfors as DivineAnd 
whom wiſe and:fober Men-.can chave 


Extraordinary; 
no-eſteent for. particularly: Fatob Bebmen; |who:is - 


only to beradmired-ifor his:witd:Notions and:Non: 
ſence: But wrong thould.: not Mn $5 a ſtirrer fly: 204 
gether 2 2136010 "ther; rectly 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


a : i 
=f 1 | A Short Diſcourſe upon the Doctrine of our Baptiſmal 
"2; B/.\ Covenant, being an Expoſition upon the Preliminary 
Hz, BY £ y 
F - 7 Fſvcſtic ns-and Anſwers of our Church Catechiſm, proper. 
WEE Þ be read by all young Perſons, in Order to their Under-. 
{$-SxJ8ending the whole Frame and Tenor of the Chriſtian Re-. 
\3*3Hgion, and to their-being duly prepared for Confirmation. 
F- ZUNith Devotions Preparatory to that Apoſtolick and Uſeful - 
4 32I8rdinance. To which is added, An Appendix, being a. 
IE ZIMcthod of Family Religion. By Tho. Bray, D. D. 
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